4 


JESUS CHRIST, 
| The V ER Y G o dp. 


EVIDENCES 


Produc'd for 


* 


The Proper Divinity of our 


Lord JESUS CHRIST. 


Deſign'd Chiefly for the Uſe of the 
Unlearned. 


By JOHN GOFFE. 


Ouris sst & & Nh less. 1 John v. 20. 


— 


2 ůͤ — „ 


— —— 


LONDON, 


Printed, and are to be Sold by R. Erd, at 
the Angel i in the Poultry; and 7. Shelmer- 
dine, in Little Britain, 1722, 


— ; —_— 
, ——— — 


— 


„„ — — 


SS 
Z iu 


THE 


PREFACE. 


ISPUTES in Matters 

7. of Religion, even am 

D thoſe who ſeem to profeſs it 
ſtrictly, are not uncommon ; 


BE tho* ſuch an Unhappineſs 


is greatly to be lamented, 


TRUE RELIGION is always One, 
and cannot vary : *Tis the Weakneſs. 
and Imperfection of thoſe, who pretend 
to it, and eſpouſe its Cauſe, which breed 
Controverſies, and ſtir up trife, and 
Quarrels: Human Underitanding is nar- 
row, and, as we ſee but confuſedly, and 
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thro* a Glaſs, we are liable to Miſtakes 
and Deception : Love and Charity are 
low, and defective, which makes us apt 
to cenſure, and even opprzſs our Bre- 
thren. Sometimes the Modes of Mor- 
ſhip, and ſometimes the Doctrines of 
Faith, are the Subject of ſharp, and paſ- 
ſionate Animadverfions; and the more 
the conteſted Points appear to be of 
Moment, ſo with the more Warmth 
do the Diſputants engage, and the Con- 
ſequences prove more, or leſs hurtful 
to the Peace of the Church. 


"TIS the Duty of all True Chriſti- 
ans, to avoid, as much as' they can, 
thefe Diſorders and Miſmanagements ; 
tur there's another Extream, that is 
no leſs dangerous, which is Iadiſference 
and Lakewarmneſs, 


- HOW can we pretend to be the 
Followers of CHRIST, and yet ſee, 
without Uncommon and Extraordi- 
nary Concern, the Foundation of our 
Religion breaking up, and ſdfne of its 
moſt Important Articles ſubjected to 
the Niceties, and Criticiſms of human 
Reaſon. TRUTH alone has the Royal 
Prerogative to command us at all Times 
into its Service, and tis no leſs affront- 


ing 
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ing to the Divine Majeſty, to betray 

the Goſpel of Peace unto the Enemy 

by our Silence and Soſtneſs, than to 
defend it by Fraud, Malice, Strife, and 

Envy, the Arms of the Adverſary, in- 

ſtead of the Word of Truth, the Armour Rom. 13. 
of Light, and Righteouſneſs, the Whole Cor. G. 7. 
Armour God, that we be able to Eph.6.11: 
ſtand againſt the Wiles of the Devil. 


| 
: 
| 


I HAVE made it my Endeavour in 
| this ſmall Treatiſe, to ſhun theſe two 
Extreams. Big Words, like Thunder, 
| may ſcare, and fright ; but they can 
never inſtruct, and perſwade. Here is 
no Rallery, no Perſonal Reflections, no 
Heat, nor Paſſion; nor Puzzling Scheme, 
the Fruit of Wanton Fancy, and Ima- 
gination ; bur you have the very Words 
of Scripture, The Only Infallible Rale, 
ſer down, and explain'd in a calm Way. 
And indeed, the ſtrange Variety of 
Opinions oppoſing, and contradicting 
one another, which Men give into, ac- 
cording to the Influences of their Edu- 
cation, and Party, ſhould teach us to 
put an high Value upon the Holy Wr:- 
tings, the Foundation of our Faith and 
Religion; to ſearch them more dili. 
gently, to examine what they ſay con- 
cerning CHRIST; for they are they that 
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refbify of Him ; and to repreſent them in 
the plaineſt Way, even to Men of the | 
weakeſt, and meaneſt Capacity. | 


I HAVE nothing elſe in View, but 
the Spiritual Eſtabliſhment, ' 

Conſolation of ſach, 4s love the | 

Lord JESUS CHRIST in Sincerity. If 

this Deſiga be in ſome Meaſure an- 

ſwer'd, give GOD the Praiſe, and lift 

up a Prayer for him, who has earneftly 

ſought to the Father of Lights, for AL 

fiftance, and Direction in the Compo- 

ſure ; and humbly begs his Bleſſing in 

the Publication. 


I HAVE not Room in ſuch a ſhort 
Work as this, to anſwer all the Objec- 
tions, that may be rais'd againſt the 
Doctrine, which I maintain; but I 
ſhall patiently bear Reflections from 
ſome, in Hopes of being uſeful, and 
{erviceable to others. 


I HEARTILY wiſh, that thoſe who | 
are not for the Divinity of FESUS 
CHRIST, would ſeriouſly conſider, 
whether they haye Certain, and Infal- 
lible Proof for what they entertain as 
Divine Truth; when the Holy Scrip- 
tures, in the Faith and Judgment of =o 

| Chri- 


Mitt. com ©. 
»—— _— 


— 3 


0 - 
— << —__ Z , a es i 


a. 


The PREFACE - vi 


——  — 


Chriſtian Church, have been interpre- 
ted againſt them in all Ages: Beſides, 
ſuppoſing they had great Aſſurance in 
themſelves, that their Scheme is Au- 
thentick, and their Notions are right; 


Is there no Regard to be had to the 


Peace of the Church? If they had 
Faith in ſuch a Point, ſhould they not 
| have it to themſelves? Why Id 
the Peace of the Church be diſturb'd, 
and the Conſoiences of many good 
Chriſtians diſquieted, to gratify an am- 
bitious Humour, and — a Spirit, 
that would diQate, and preſcribe to all 
the World ? With what an Air of 
Lordlineſs are thoſe NEW NOTIONS 
breath'd out ＋ = IS - "4 
they were only knowin 

_ Wiſdom ſhould dye with rs cn 
More Modefty, and Self-diſtruft would 
better become ſuch as are taught Not 
to be many Maſters : Dominion over the 
Faith of Others is a Province belonging 
to none, but ſuch as would be called 
Rabbi, The Opinions of Men, and the 
ſtrain'd Interpretations of Scripture - 
Texts are no Standard, nor Rule to 
the Church; nor can any ſuch as ſet 
up for Dict arorſbip, defend a Supremacy, 


which only belongs to our Maſter, even 
CHRIST. * ; 
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OUR Illuſtrious Sovereign, Kin 
GEORGE, out of His Princel Zell 
for the Honour of GOD, and the Pu- 
rity of the Chriſtian Church, and par- 
ticularly, to prevent the Scandalous 
Differences between the Clergy, and 
Others, in their Sermons, and Writi 
upon the HOLY TRINITY, not only 
as a Tender Father of His People, but 


as a Pious Defender of the T RUE 


CHRISTIAN FAITH, began His 
Reign over us with admirable Direc- 
tions to His Archbiſhops, and Biſhops, 


to ſtop the Miſchief in the Church of 


England, and laid His Authoritative 
Charge, and Injunction upon all Mini- 
ſters, to keep cloſe to the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and to the Expreſſions as have 
been commonly us'd. In which, that 
He might have all happy, and deſira- 
ble Succeſs, He thought fit to enforce 
the Act made in the Ninth Year of 


the Reign of King WILLIAM, the 


Third, of Glorious, and Immortal Me- 
mory, For the more Effettaal Suppreſſing 


| of Blaſphemy, and Profaneneſs. 


Ila. 40. 28. 


THE Ways of GOD are Incom- 
prehenſible, and There is no Searching 
of his Underſtanding ; yet there are * 
; an 
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and then, Events ſo characteris'd, that 


it is impoſſible not to perceive the Fin- 


ger of GO O. Such was the Death of 
Arias, the Projector, and Propagator of 
the New, and Dangerous Notions now 
receiv'd, and applauded ; of which Hi- 
ſtorians give the following Account, 


ARTUS , upon the Baniſhment of 
Athanaſius, entering again into Alexa7e 
aria, occalion'd New Tumults there; 
whereupon the Emperor, Conftantine 
the Great, ſent tor him to Conſtantinople, 
where he readily gave his Conſent to 
the Nicean Faith both by Oath, and 
Subſcription. Which pleasd the Em- 
peror ſo far, that he requir'd Alexander, 
then Biſhop of Couſtan znople, to receive 
Artus wto the Communion of the 
Church: But the. good Biſhop doubt- 


ful of the Sincerity of the New Con- 


vert, and fearful of having his Church 
infected, prav'd carneſtly co the Lord, 
that he would be pleas'd to take him 
out of the World, or elle remove 2-7- 
us; that the Conſtantimmpolitay Church 
might be kept pure, and undefid. Im- 
mediately after, Acius coming attended 
with a numerous Company towards 
the Church, found himſelf inditpos'd, 
and turning aſide to a private Place, 
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to eaſe himſelf, dy*d ſuddenly upon the 
Seat, voiding his Bowels, and a great 
Quantity of Blood guſhing out at his 
Expiration. I deſire all thoſe that are 
the Diſciples of Arius, to make ſerious 
Reflections upon ſuch a miraculous De- 
liverance of the Church, and what Opi- 
nion we muſt have of a Man brought 
to his End, by an uncommon Hand of 
Providence, in a Manner not much un- 


like to Judas, who betray'd our Bleſſed 


Saviour. 


I EXHORT all Chriſtians to have 
always in View St. Paul's Golden Rule, 


Row.r4.4. Who art thou that judgeſt another Man's 


Servant? To his own Maſter he ſtandeth, 
or falleth : Tea, he (hall be holden ap; for 
God is able to make him ſtand. Now, 
where any Expreſſion caſting Reflec- 
tion upon our Saviour, and reproaching 
the Perſon and Dignity of the Son of 
G0 D; or where any Actions, and out- 
ward Behaviour betray ing the Diſaffec- 
tion and Diſloyalty of a wicked Heart, 
do manifeſtly appear; the Cenſures of 
the Church are appointed for ſuch as 
love not the Lord JESUS, and let them 
be Anathema. But if a Perſon of an un- 
prejudic'd, and unbiaſs'd Mind, ſhould 
ſolemnly profeſs his high Reſpect for 

| JESUS 
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JESUS CHRIST, his Faith in Him, 
Love to Him, and Dependance upon 
His Merits for Eternal Life ; with the 
greateſt Deſire to receive Light, and 
embrace Truth; and yet declare, he 
cannot be entirely fatisfy*d in the Co- 
equality, and Coeternity of the SON 
with the FATHER, are we bound 
by the Chriſtian Conſtitution ( whoſe 
Chief Principle is Love) to condemn 
ſuch an One of damnable Hereſy 2 To 
exclude him from Chriſtiana Commu- 


nion, and Converſation ; and oblige him 


either to ſay as we ſay, or intirely to 
explode, and rejet him? I 1 
the ſame uncharitable Temper, that 


Would lead a Man thus far, would car- 


ry him further; and When, and Where 
he would ſtop I cant ſee. Tis Tryal 
that beſt diſcovers, what Manner of Spi- 


rit Perſons are of. 


MOREOVER, Tis unjuſt, and bar- 
barous, upon a groundleſs, and imagi- 


nary Foundation of Jealouſy, to ad- 


vance a Charge, or entertain a Suſpi- 


ion againſt Chriſtian Miniſters, or 


require a Subſcription, which they ap- 


Others ( who are ready to purge them- 
ſelves from their feared Hereſy ) and to 
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prehend, will ſerve no valuable Pur- 
pole. 


IMPOSITIONS have alwavs dif- 
ſerv'd the Intereſt of CHRIST's Church 
and Kingdom, Hard Words, and a di- 
ſtant Converſation are not FY-ly Means 
to promote Vion, How ſhall we look 
our Great Maſter in the F:ce, when 
we all come to give up our Accounts? 
Have we not Proof enough. that there 
has been more Vaity, When, and Where 
there has been Leſs Impoſitiun? The 
Reformation !20k'd with the moſt hope» 
ful Profpect in the Reign« of Henn the 
VIIſch, and Exrard th: VIth, when 
there were no Sabſcriptions, either to 
the Service - Book, or to the Articles of 
Religion. 


Mr. John Fox, the Famous Marty rolo- 
giſt, coutiau'd a Prebendary of Salisbury, 
and uninterrupted in his Preaching , 
when (being ſummon'd by Archbiſhop 
Pa. ker, in 1562. to ſet his Hand to the 
Articles of Helis ion, agreed to in the Con- 
vacation, and ſubſcrib'd by the Clergy) 
he declared, that he would ſubſcribe to 
nothing but his Greek Teſtament. Did 
the Subſciption to the Uſe of preſerib'd 
L | | ; Veſt- 
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Veſtments, and particularly the Surplice 
in all Divine Adminiſtrations, and the 
Uſe of the Common Prayer, enjoin'd March 


24. 1564. upon the Penalty of Imme- Grindell's 
diate Sequeſtration, and afterwards of Lite. p.38. 


Deprivation, any way ſerve the Intereſt 
of RELIGION, promote the Peace 


of the Church, or the Benefit of Man- 


kind? What Good came by the Sub- 


ſcription of the Three Articles enjoin'd 


by Archbiſhop Whitgife, in 1583; but 
Grief, and Trouble ro many Religious 
People, and the Silencing of 183 Mi- 
niſters in the Counties of Suffolk, Nor- 
folk, Lincoln, and Eſſex ? 


THE Impoſition of the Book of 
CANONS for the. Government of the 
Church here in England, cry'd up as 
Perfecting . the REFORMATION, had 
this ſad Effect, to force many from 
their Native Country into the Deſerts 
of America; and left others to groan 
out their Lives under the Violences, 
and Severities of their Reformed Bre- 
thren. 


FORCIBLE, and Impoſing Methods 
appear contrary to the Principles of 


Nature, and Humanity. One would 


have 
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have thought, that the People of Ex- 
land, and eſpecially the Proteſtant Dj = 
ſenters, have had enough of Subſcipti- 
ons, and Impoſitions. Has the A of 
Uniformity (or any other Act made 
ſince to back it) Impoſing Aſſent and 
Conſent to all, and every Thing con- 
tain'd, and preſcrib'd in the Pablicł 
Service- Boot, promoted Religion, heaPd 
our Breaches, and encreas'd that Ami- 
ty, and Brotherly Love, that ought 
Nom. 2. 1. to be amongſt good Chriſtians? Thow 

art inexcuſable, O Man ! whoſoever thou 
art that judgeſt ; for wherein thou judg- 
eſt another, thou condemneſt thy ſelf. 
Let us leave G O D's Servants to 
their own Maſter, not uſurping an Au- 
thority over Mens Conſciences, which 
is the Divine Prerogative. Uſe all 
Chriſtian, but no Anti-chriſtiaa Me- 
thods, to proſelyte to the“ Faith of 
the GOSPEL : Compel them * the 
ſtrongeſt Arguments, by the fulleſt 
and cleareſt Proofs of Scripture, which 
is the Way to make True Believers, 
when other Methods tend only to 
make Men Hypocrites, and force them 
ro ſpeak ſuch Things as they never 
mean. | 
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THAT FESUS CHRIST may 
be to thoſe who believe in Him, the 


Wiſdom of GOD, and the Power of 


GOD; and that He may bleſs the 
Deſign, and Intention of the following 
Book, is the humble Prayer of 


F. G. 
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Pute 64. Line 21. read They waited upon 
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LD Simeon, that devout 


N and juſt Man, who had 
. long waited ſor the Con- 
| 


12 C— ſolation of Iſrael, having 
— 11% SY our bleſſed Saviour in his 
ö Arms, declar'd by his Pro- 
phecy, under the Inſpiration of the 
Holy Ghoſt, that He ary be 75 the Luxe 2.34. 
Fall of many in lirael, and for a Sign, 
which ſhou'd be ſpoken * „ : the Ful- 
filling of which is too manifeſt, in the 
open, and acknowledg'd Sentiments of 
many of his profeſs'd Followers; but 
if the Word of God be our Rule of 
Faith, as well as Duty, we muſt ſearch 
the Seriptures, for they are they that te. 
ify of him ; and therein we find, not 
only that he had a human Nature in 
its eſſential and integral Parts, being | 
made i the Seed of "20 according to Nm. 1. 3, 
; he 


10 


JEsus Cnrisr, 


Math. 22. 


435 
Rer. 22. 


Jchn . . 


the Fliſſh; but alſo, that the Spirit of to 
Holineſs, and his Reſurrection from th 
the dead, did powerfully evidesce, and 
publiſh him to be tlie Son of God, in 
the true, proper, and genuine Senſe of 3# 
thoſe Words ; and thereby folve the . 
Difficulty, that was too hard for the 8 
Scribes and Phariſees, how Chriſt was e 
Dawia's Son, and Dvia's Lord; his * 
Root, and yet his Off ſpring. For the. 
Confirming of our Faith in which im— I 
portant Doctrine, I wou'd offer the th 
following Arguments to the due Con- N 
ideration of plain and experienc'd Chri- 7 
ſtians, who have lelt the Power, and 
Energy of divine Revelation in other. 
Points. th 


th 

IT appears evilent, that the Enſigns 0 
of divine Majeſty and Royalty are em- 5 
phatically plac'd upon him, in that the 8 


molt glorious Tiles of the Supreme 1¹ 


Deity are, in a proper Senſe, giv'n un- # 
to him: He is called G O D, Ia the 
Beginning was the IVord. and the W, ord F 
Was with God, and the Nord was God; 
or God was the Werd. Now tho? there 

be ſome relative Ideas of God, on the 

Account of which, the Word GOD may 
be, according to a popular Way of I 
Speaking, apply'd to other Things; as J 
— . 


$ 
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of to Angels, Magiſtrates, &c. yet in the 
om the ſtrict, and proper Notion of it, the 
Word muſt ſigniſy an abſolutely per- | 
fect Being. Canſt thou by ſearching find Job rr. 7. 
cut God? GOD ſtands oppos'd to 
reature; and in the holy Scriptures, 
the (which are our Directory) to Max, 
vas even in his moſt accompliſh'd, and ex- 
his alred Circumſtances ; there being no 
the 3 Creature, with whom we fo 
m. Fimiliarly converſe, and are acquainted, 
the tho' there be Angels or Spirits, whoſe 
on- Nature and Being we believe. I an Hor. 11.5. 
ri GOD, and not Man. The Prince of 
and Dre, when his Heart was lifted up 
her Within him, ſaid, I 2 4 God; but 

he Prophet ER reply'd ro him in 

the Name of God, Thou art a3 Man, Exck. 28. 
guns 2 O God, aud Halt appear to be ſo We 
em- i the Hand of him that ſlajeth thee, He 
the is Jebovah : Behold God is my Salva- N 
me dion, I will truſt, and not be afraid ; for 
un- e Lord Jehovah is my Strength, and 
the BY Song; he alſo is become my Salvation, 
rd A Text generally acknowledg'd by the 
; ancients to belong to Chritt, He is » 
She I AM; a Name that denotes ne- Ex<4. 3. 
eſſary, and eternal Self - Exiſtence. + 
Know, and believe, that I am He; Be- ohn 8.58. 
of Fore Me, there was no God formed, nei- Iii. 43. 10, 
as er (bal there be after Me; I, even J, 15 
to | B 2 am 


. 
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am the Lord; and beſides Me there is uo. oi t 

Saviour. And in the New ory - 
J ba 8. 24 If ye believe not that I am be, 
Ila. 48.12. Je in your Sins, And again, A the f 

firſt, and the laſt. And Chriſt ſpeak- | 8 
Revel. 22. ing of himſelf, ſaith, I am Alpha, and t 
* Omega ; the Beginning, and the End; the | 1 
If. 9. 6. Jitft, and the laſt. He is the Mighty. F 
Tir. 2. 1j. G2d ; The Great God, and our Saviour. / a 


1 Tim. 6. ' Jeſus Chriſt is the Bleſſed, and Only Po- 
14,15- tentate, the King of Kings, and 2 10 
Lords. 


THE peculiar, and incommunicable 
Excellencies and Glories of GOD, the | 
holy Scriptures properly aſcribe, and 
appropriate to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
Such as Almightineſs, Perfection of Now. 
ledge, Eternity, and Sovereign Domi. 
von. 


„ a” come Wan DH 


ALMIG/1TINESS : He that reigu- 
eth is the Lord God Omnipotent, and“ 
that is Chriſt; as the Apoſtle affirms. 
; Cor. 15, He muſt reign till he bath put all his 
25- © Enemies under his Feet. He, who is 
Res. 1. 8, Alpha, and Omega; the Beginning, ans 
the Exd; the Lord, which is, aud was 
and is to come, is declard to be Ab 
mighty : Which Deſcription, that it im- 
2 refers to Chriſt, the Con- 

text 


Rey. 19.6. 
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én . 


5 wo text evidences beyond all Contradic- 
7 tion. He can exerciſe a Power ( as 
ball} will hereafter appear) in the glorious 
the Formation of the dead Bodies of the 
2ak- Saints; whereby Things moſt unlikely 
and to us, {hall be brought about, and 
the | Difficulties apparently inſuperable, ſu- Phil. 3-21. 
gt) percee led, and conquer'd. With Him Mark 10. 
our," 41: Things are poſſible. The Creation 7. 
Po- of all Things (of which afterwards ) 
a Was a Proof of his infinite Power; tho? 
his Divinity was vail'd under the Ta- 
| bernacle of his Fleſh, and clouded with 
able the Circumſtances of his Humiliation, 
the | yet the Evidences of it ſometimes brake 
and out, as in his Transfiguration ; and 
iſt; his divine Power particularly, when 
20ow- he threw his Enemies to the Ground 
mi-. with a Words ſpeaking. 


: PERFECTION of RNOWLEDGE : 
ig. Lis the Character of the Supreme 
and GOD, to whom Solomon made his 
ms. Prayer at the folemn Dedication of the 
his Temple, that He only knew the Hearts of 1 Kings 3. 
) is} 4 the Children of Mien; and St. John tells 3? 
a us with reſpect ro Chriſt, that He Johnz.z ;. 
was, knew ell Men, Chriſt's Reſolution of 
Ath the Doubts of his Diſciples, and his 
im-] Removal of the Scrupl:s which were 
an- hid within them, wrought a powerful 
cxt Con- 


PE 


John 1$.s 


hi 
| 
| 


Jzsus CnrisrT, 


Hcb, 4.13. 


Mat. 9. 4. 


Ichn 1.47. 


Conviction upon their Minds of his 


Omniſcience, and drew from them that 


Confeſſion; Now we are ſure that Thou 


knoweſt ail Things. He knew that La- 


. Zarus was dead, without receiving In- 


formation from any, and communicated 
it to his Diſciples, when at a Diſtance 
from Bethany, where Lazarus had liv'd ; 
There is 10 Creature that is not mints 


feſt ia his Sight; For all Things are na- 


Led, and ofexed to the Eyes of him, with 
om we have to do. Which Words be- 
ing applicable ro Chriſt, appears from 
their Connexion with the foregoing 
Verſe. Ti Fhoagght which lics moſt 
cover'd g om the Creature's Apprehen- 
hon was known to Chriſt ; Jeſus kaow- 
ing ther Thenzhts, ſaid, Wherefore think 


Je c in your Hearts? MNathanael's In- 


tegrity be 13 pebliſh'd by Chit, as he 
was com g along, before he had any 


Converie witin him, gave great Sur- 


prize and Aſtoniſhment to his Mind. 
Behola, ſays he, an Iſcaelite inazed, in 


whom is no Gaulle; which he over-hcars 


ing, replies, Ii hence knoweſt thou me ? 
Upon which Chriſt gave a further 
Proof of his piercing Knowledge, by 
letting him know that his Eye was 
upon him, when he was under the 
Fig-Tree; and that he took Cogni- 

Zance 
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C 1 zance of his Piery and Devotion there, 
at This was ſuch a home, and eff:Qual 
- Proof to Nathanael, that immediately 


he crics out, Thou art the Son of God; John 1.49. 
q + Thou art the Ming of Iſrael, Ja las's John 11. 
Hypocriſy and Wickednefs was no Se- ;. 
cret, or Myſtery to our Lord, for He 

: knew who ſhou d betray him. Not only 


When his Diſciples were plead ; bur 

5 ; when they were inwardly offended, and 1 . 
murmured, Jeſus knew it in himſclt. It 

4 had been but a dry Compliment, that s 


he needed no Information, if his {now- 
i ledge had not been full, and of the 
it higheſt Perfection. His Increafing in 
Wiſdom, and his Neſcience of the Day 


* of judgment, are calily accounted for, 
„by diſtinguiſhing the two Natures that 
1 * 


are united in one Ferſon, and aſerthing 
i both to the one, and to the other, 
Y } what the Scriptures make applicable 
to them. | 

d. | 

* { ETERNITY belongs to the Living, 
'- and True GOD: By Eter aii, 1 un- 
derſtand (as far as I can underſtand 
r Fit) a Duration without Beginning, and 
Y Þ| without Ending. The Divine Being 
as is without Commencement or Period; 
e FJ 'tis not mea ſur'd by Succeſſion or Re- 
1 volution of Tune, Before the Mountains Pla). yo. 2 


. | were 


/ 


Jesus Cnisr, 


were brought forth, or ever thou had 1 


form d the Earth, or the World; even 
from Everlaſting to Everlaſting Thou art 


God. With which Deſcription how 
abundantly does the Character of Chriſt, 
the Wiſdom of God, correſpond , and 
agree ; as particularly givin by King 


prov. 8. 22, Solomon, in his Book of Proverbs. His 


0 32. 


being brought forth, and brought up; 


His being before him, and poſſeſs'd of the 


Lord in the Beginning of his Way, before 
his Works of Ola, are ſtrong Expre:hons 
to ſet forth his Eternity; eſpecially, 


when "tis affirm'd, that it was from 


Everlaſting, before the Beginning of 1 ime, 
before any of the Works of Nature 
were form'd, before the Earth, or the 
Sea, or *the Mountains, and Hills were 
ſettl d, or the habitable, and more fruit- 
ful Part of the Earth was cultivatcd, 
and manag'd to Improvement: Surely, 
it muſt be ſaid of him, who was ſo 


brought forth, and ſo ſet up, in the 


Words of the Pfalmiſt fore < quoted, 
From Everlaſting to Everlaſting I hog art 
Goa, The Prophet 1/azab, ſpeaking of 


Ia. 44. 6. God, tells us, that He is God, and there 


11. 


J-hn 3-:3- Omega; the Beginning, and the a 


Rev. i. 8, is none elſe; He is the Firit, and the 


Lat; which the Apoſtle applies to 
Chriſt, whom he ſtiles the Alpha, and 


_ @ * 


© 4 1 
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dſt b the Firſt, and the Lat. He came down 
ven from Heaven, and was in Heaven at 
art the ſame Time that he talked with 
OW + Necodemas on Earth; which muſt be 


iſt, by his divine Nature. He was God 
nd in Heaven, before his Diſciples ſaw 
ng him, as God-man and Mediator, aſcend 
lis thither. What, and of ye ſhall ſee the 1.1, 0. 
p „ | Son of Man aſtend up where he was be- 
che fore. He had a Glory with the Fa- 


ther before the World was. Glorify John 17.5. 
me nith thine own ſelf, with the Glory 
that I had with thee before the World was. 
When the Foundations of the Earth 


ne, ſhall be broken up, and the Heavens eb. 1.10, 
Ie |, [hall periſh, and wax old, as doth a Gar- 12. 

the went; When the Heavens ſhall be folded 

ere | up 4s a Veſture, of which there is no 

it» + Occaſion, ani ſhall be changed; Chriſt is 

ed, the ſame, and his Tears fail not. Jeſus 

ly, 3 Chriſt is the ſame Teſterday, to Day, and 


ſo for ever. The Deſcription of God, the Dan. 7. 9. 
he Father, who is called the Ancient of 

2d, Das, whole Hair of his Head is white | 
art | 4s Wool, is apply'd to Chriſt, To whom Rev. 1. 14. 
of | «ll Judgment is committed, with juſt Rea- 


ere | ſon, to repreſent his Eternity. Mel- 
the 3 chizeaec's being without any known Pe- 
to # digree, render'd him a proper Type of 
»d our Bleſſed Lord, He was wade /:be un- 
; to the Son of God 28 his having zo 

A. Be- 


10 Izsus CHRIS r, 


Beginning Ci Days repreſents Chrilt' | 
eternal Exiſtence, as his having 20 En 
of Days does his eternal Duration; and 
ſo takes in a proper Erernity, 


———  Þ_ 


SOVEREIGN DOMINION over all 1 
created Beings is the peculiar, and | 
rightful Property of the Firſt, and Ori- 

| ginal Being ; and this the holy Scrip- 
Rom. 10. tures aſcrihe to our Lord Jeſus. RY | 
5 that is rich to all that call upon him, be i 
they Jews or Greeks, without any Di- 
ſtinction, or Difference, is Lord over all ; 
Rem. 9 5. yea, is God over 4% bleſſed for ever. | 
The Word of Reconciliation, which God . 
ſent firſt to the Children of Iſrael, was 
not confin'd to them only, but Peace 
was preach'd to all the Believers in | 
LE: Jeſus, whether *Jews or Gentiles ; for 
x He was Lord of all. Our Lord Jeſus 
1 Tie. g. Chriſt is the Bleſſed, and Only Potentate, 
15, 16. the KING OF KINGS, and LORD 
OF LORDS, Who only bath Immorta- \ | 
Rev. 19. 1s Lity, This is the Name that was writ- | 


ws & le » oo © aaa 


ten on his Veſture, that it might be 
more conſpicuous ; and on his Thizh, to | 
denote the Permanency, and eternal 
Duration of his Sovereignty and Em-! 
pire.. His Dominion is not confin'd Þ © 
to this lower World (a minute Part? 
of the vaſt Creation of God) but ex- 
tends 


km — — 
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* tends to all Principalities, and Powers, Eph. 1. 21. 
„% and Might, and Dominion, and every 
nd Name that is vamed. 


al F 
i CHAT. IL 


He, 


be | 
1. 0 HE Works of the Supreme 
2 | SS GOD are in the holy Wri- 
Jer. | = tings aſcrib'd to our Lord 
od | 2 JESUS CHRIST; and that 
yas in their ſeveral Kinds. 
* 1 THE Works of Nature and Crea- 
for 4 tron. To create, or make out of no- 
ſus thing, or out of that Matter, that had 
ite, no Habitude, or Diſpoſition to produce 
2 2) ol itſelf what was formed from it, has 
* been always accounted the proper Work 
vit. of the True, and Only Deity, I the Gen. x. r. 
beginning God created the Heavens, and 
to e Earth, Nehemiah prov'd from this 
mal Topick, that GOD was Lord alone, be- 
im. | caule He made Heaven ; yea, the Heaven 1 
d of Heavens with all their Hoſts - the | 
bart Earth, with all that is therein, Tis the 
ex- undoubted Evidence of GOD's. Eternal 


nds B 2 Power 


I2 Tzsus CnrisT, 


Power and Godhead, in Oppoſition to 
all Idols, and all the Gods of the Na- 
tions, that GOD made the Heavens ; He 
formed the Earth, and the World. The 
Earth, as it was in its Lump and Rude- 
neſs; and the World, as it afterwards 
appear'd in its beautiful Form and Or- 
der; and to deny this Work to be at- 
tributed to CHRIST, is to ſhut our 
Eyes againſt the cleareſt Light. How 
particular is the Apoſtle Pau, in his 
Epiſtle to the Coloſſians, where, ſpeak- 
ne ing, of Chriſt, he tells us, that By Hin 

were all Things created that are in Hea- 
ven, and that are in Earth, wiſible, and 
inviſible; whether they be Thrones, or Do- 
minions, or Principalities, or Powers : 
All Things were created by Him, and for 
Him ; and He is before all Things, and 
by Him all Things conſiſt. He, who 


ble, and contradictory, and cou'd not 
then be before all Things. As in the 
Beginning God created the Heavens, and 


x Aer ene - 2 — 


POR w T "ov mT OO. 


was before all Things, and by whom 
all Things were created, muſt neceſſa- | 
rily himſelf be uncreated, or elſe he 
muſt create himſelf, which is impoſſi- 


Heb. r.1c. the Earth, ſo *tis ſaid of Chriſt, Thon 
Lord in the Beginning haſt laid the Foun- | 


aations of the Earth, and the Heavens are 


| the Works of thine Hands. If we may 
1 ſup- | 
| 
| 

| 


OY. l —_— 
one ot. 


ume 
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} poſe a thouſand Worlds, beſides what 
| we converſe with, they were all crea- 
. 
b 
4 
J 


ted, and form'd by him; for it was 

By him, that God made the Worlds, be Heb. f. 2. 
they ever ſo many; the Father doin 
all by the Son, and the Son doing a 
from the Father. If He that built all Heb. 3. 4. 
Things is God, then Jeſus Chriſt muſt 
neceſſarily be God: For his Agency is 
expreſly aſſerted, All Things were made Ihn r. 3. 
by bim; and the contrary is exprefly, 
and particularly deny'd, For without him Eph. 3. . 
was nt any Thing made that was made. 
All Things were created by Jeſus Chriſt. * Cor. 8.6. 
To ws there is but one Lord, by whom are 
all Things, and we by him. 


bp : 


U 


—— 


22. THE Works of Providence. The 
+ Upholder, Governor, and Diſpoſer. of 

all Things is True God, in a ſtrict, 

and proper Senſe; and ſuch is our Lord 

{ JESUS CHRIST. Thos art God alone; Neh. 3. c. 
* Thou haſt made all Things, and Thou pre- 
ſerveſt them all. Tis God that giveth Rain, 

the former, and the latter in its Seaſon; who 
reſerveth to us the appointed Weeks of the 
Harveſt. *Tis He, who is God, and has 

none with him; that kills, and makes 

' alive; that wounds, and heals; Out of whoſe 
Hands none can deliver. And the Author 

of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, in W 

t 


Tz>us CHRIST, 


Rev. 1. 18. 


Tha 5.27. 


the Perſon of CHRIST, By whom the Fa- 


ther hath made known his Will to the World, f 


does not only tell us, Who, and What he 
is; viz. Doe Brightneſs of his Glory, and the 
expreſs Image of his Perſon ; but alſo what 
he does; wiz. that He puts forth the 
ſame Almighty Power in the Preſerva- 
tion, and Government of the World, 
which he did in the Work of Crea- 
tion; He apholds all Things by the Word 
of his Power, keeps the Fabrick of the 
World from Sinking, from Falling back 
into its firſt Chaos, its farit Nothing- 
neſs. Chrift lives for evermore, aud nas 
the Keys of Death, and the Inviſible World. 
Chriſt proves his Equality with the 
Father, from his Co-working with him 
in the 'Things of. Providence and Go- 
vernment ; My Father worketh hitherto, 
and I wor; Upholding, and Diſpoſing 


of all Creatures, and all their Actions, 


according to the Counſel of the Di- 
vine Will, concurring to the Motions and 
Operations of Creatures, as ſuch, with- 
our which they cou'd not be brought 
foith. 


3. THE Works of Grace and Redemp- 
tion are aſcribd to Him. It muſt, cer- 
tainly, be the Work of God, and .not 
of a Creature, to quicken dead Souls; 
: | bur 
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but this belongs to CHRIST: For as John 5.21. 


the Father raiſeth up the dead, and quick- 
neth them, even the dead in Treſpaſſes, 
and Sins; ſo the Son quickneth whom be 


will, He co-operates with the Father 


in the Work. Tis his Buſineſs To open 
the blind Eyes, to bring out the Priſoners 
rom the Priſon, and them that fit in Dark- 
neſs out of the Priſon-houſe. Chriſt awakes 
thoſe that ſleep, and raiſes them from the 
dead, and fills them with divine and hea- 
venly Light. He mult be thorowly ac- 
quainted wich fallen Creatures, know 
their Hearts, have ready Acceſs to the 
inmoſt Receſſes of them; yea, have an 
abſolute Power over them, to turn, 
and wind them at Pleaſure, in Order 


Eph. 5.14- 


to his Working in them ſuch a Change 


as is neceſſary, and qualifies for Salva- 
tion. *Tis God's Prerogative to for- 
give Sin. Who can forgrve Sins, but 
God only? But this our Saviour aſſum'd, 
He ſaid uno the Sick of the Palſy, t.) 
Sins be forgiv'n thee, This the Scrives 
look'd upon as Blaſphemy, an vawor- 


thy Aſſumption of that to himſelf, 


which was only proper to the Deity: 
Chrilt juſtifies the A, and thereby 
proves his own Divinuy « He juftity?d 
it by raking away the Effect, or Pu- 
niſhmenr of Sin; He ſnid to the Sich of 

tice 


Mat. 9. 2: 


Mar 2. * 
[is 


IC — 


— 


IEs us CHRIS r, 


the Palſy, Ariſe, and take up thy Bed, and 
go thy Way into thine Houſe. The Re- 
moval of the Effect argu'd the Remo- * 
val of the Cauſe ; and this Power he 
had on Earth in his State of Humilia- 
tion and Abaſement : Yea, not only a 
Power to forgive Sins, but a Power over 
all Fleſh, to give Eternal Life; and con- 
ſequently, to remove all Obſtacles in 
the Way, of which Sin was the chief. 
Forgiveneſs was preach'd in his Name, 
He i the Prince, and the Saviour, that 
| a Repentance, and Remiſſion of Sin. 
he Impunity and Honour that fallen 
Creatures obtain by CHRIST JESUS 
C conſidering the Eſſential Rectitude of 
the Deity, the Perfection and Juitice * 
of the Original Law, the neceſſary En- 
tail of Guilt and Miſery enſuing upon 
its Violation ) muſt needs be the Con- 
ſequence of a valuable Conſideration |; 
paid down by him for ſuch a Purpoſe. þ 
This was done by the Sufferings of 
his Humanity, they became Atroning, | 
and Reconciling thro? their Incompa- 
rable Value; they became Valuable 
thro' the high Alliance of his Huma- 
nity to the Perſon of the Son. That 
there was a Satisfaction giv'n, is gene- 
rally acknowledg'd ; Whether GOD 
cou'd pardon, and glorify without it, 
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but 
might it not furniſh fallen Angels with 
an Objection to the divine Government, 


if fallen Men ſhou'd be accepted, and 


embrac'd without a Satisfaction; and 
* they: Yea, might it not fill the 
Angels of Light with Umbrage, and 
Temptation Cf they were capable of 
4 1119 to ſee any of the humane guilty 
| Race not only pardon'd, but rais'd to 
; an Height of Bleſſedneſs and Glory e- 
qual to themſelves, without an anſwer- 
able Satisfaction, and Compenſation, 
made by an interpoſing Redeemer ? 
And whether ſuch 2s depend upon the 
*atisfaction of a Saviour, ( ſuppoling this 
Saviour to be a meer Creature, tho of 
che higheſt Rank) don't ſtand upon a 
doubtful, 
ö tion, as to Eternal Life; let their own 
Spirits, and Conſciences determine in 
their moſt free, open, and ſerious Con- 
verſes with themlelves. 


NP, þ 


pa- 


ble 


na- 


D C HAP. 


and rn Founda- 


Jesus CHRIST, 


Joh: g. 36. [Vorks he did bore Witneſs of him, q. d. i 


Jol:n 2.1: 


John 1.15. to be that of the WET! Bezotten of the Fa- $4 


* i 


X | flir 
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FE Airacles which CHRIST . ” 
wraught. Works above the 5 
8 85 Power of Nature, and the 

a= common Work.ngs of ics 8 
cond Cauſ-s, pertorm'd by P. 
Ma. Drove his Eternal don, nd True 1. 


Godhead, He told the Jews, that the * 


If ye belicve not me, believe the 1 
* Works; if my Teſtimony will nct FE 
* go coun with you, and ye are ſo 
' * ſcrupulous as not to take my Word, 

yet believe the Works; believe your 
cn Reaſon, your own Senſes, thele 4 
4 teſtify Plain enough, thats the Father | 
is in ae, ard 1 in hi. By all his 
Miracles, as well as by the Beginning 
of them; when be turned Mater into 
Wine at Cana in Galilee, he manifeſted | 
forth his Glory; 1. e. be prov'd him- 
ſelf to be the Son of God, and his Glery . 


ther: And eſpecially, conlidering, 


i 

it 

3 were man in Number. 5 
If rere had ben on cnc. 
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| ſingle Acts pretended to have been 


lone, there might have been Room to 


true and real; 


the Caſe is octherwiſc. 
Chriſt argu'd the Unrighteauſnz(s, and 
By ickedork of the Jews, in Tam ud 


Clones to 
that Many gied Works ue bas {hora l h; 


ſtoue him ;; 


he told 


doubt, and query, whether they were 
but ſeeing they were 
prany, and frequently repeated, and multt- 
5 ad, 


When 


the 


he ale d many, tho He 6% not in an 


1 
2. AND thoſe of vai, Rindt. 
not o 
alſo, 0 
L 40%, and Blindaeſs; 
Prought the Infirmity into the World 
Dropſy, Fever, 
Unicy, Wather'd Had, tne Hig Priefi”s 
Servants Ear, 


3. THEY were wrought Openly, in 
the Face of the World, 


; 


with them; 


might) Works in his om Country, becud'- 
2 Onabelief; yet he did in the Shots 


or He cured many of their Infirmitzes. 


He 


b-aled maily tuat were fre, hut 
Viz. Le Lepr oly, 


vers Diſeaſes ; 


Dambaels, 


„ea, 


tudes being frequently Wirneſſes. 


molt 


judicious, 


+ Þ 


10quiſitive , 
ing Men of the Age had all the Li. 
berty they cou'd delire , to. ſatisty . 
hemſelves by the ſtricteſt Scrueny and 


La- 


tho' they 


Greac Multi- 
'The 
Aiſcern- 


Mark 1.24. 
Luxe 17. 

Mit. 424 

NIath. 20. 
30. 

John 9.32. 
Mar 2. 20 


Luke 14 2. 
Luke 4 39. 
Nar.17-15 
Mar. 12.10 


Lukz 22. 


1 


| 20 _[xsvs CHRIS , 
John 5.14 Examination. Men the Men had ſeen 
the Miracls that Jeſus did, they ſaid, this 
& of a Trath, that Prophet which, ſhoul4 
come into the World, Nicoudemus was a 
learned, ingenuous Man, who, doubt- 
| leſs, took all the Obſervation requiſite, 
and made the ſtricteſt Inquiry into 
Matters of Fact, and then determin'd, I, 
John 3. 2. No Man can do theſe Miracles that thor 
doſt, except Goa be with him. 


4. NO Length of Time, no Rocted- 
neſs ot the Diſtemper in the Body, 
c.ou'd reſiſt C RIS T's Power, and pre- 
14ur! 9.25, vent the Cure. The Pemomach, that 
had been oppreſs'd from his Childhood, 
CHRIST hea'd; when it was beyoni 
| the Power of his Diſciples to do it. 
Mat:9.2:. The Woman, mio had an Iſſue of Blioa 
twelve Tears, was cur d by touching the 
Luke 13. Hew of his Garment, Another Numa 
ttt 13" chat had an Infirmity eighteen Tears, and 
was bowed t11:1.1er, and cou'd in no wiſe 
lift herſelf up, was looſed from it by our 

Iba 5. e, Lord JESUS. A Man, that had an lu. 
3. 9, {rrmity thirty eight Tears, was made whol: 


by a Word of CHRIST's Mouth. 


£, NO Circumſtances of the Patient, 
rhO ever ſo dangerous; yea, deſperate, 
ail remcilefs in human Judgment, 
cou d 
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cou'd prevent the miraculous Effects of 
CHRIS T's Power. The Nobleman's Son John 4 45 
at Capernaum wes dangerouſly ill, yea, *” 
thought to be at the Point of Death, was 

et heaPd by a Word, without the Sight 

of the Patient, or Uſe of any Means. 

The Centurion's Servant was ready to aye, 1. . 
but miraculouſly recover'd. Nay, when . 
actually dead, have been brought to 

Liic., We ſay, while there is Life, 

there is Hope; but upon its Expiration 

our Hopes ceaſe. However, Jaws 1. .. 
Diuzhter, when dead, was rats'd again, | 
Ie Widow's Son at Nain was not only Luke 
dead, but carrying to his Grave, when 

our Savfour quicken'd him, and deliver a 

him alive, and well to his Mother, Yea, 

tho' actually bury'd, as Lazarws was, I u ,.. 
and ſuppos'd to be in a ffinking, putri- 35; 4: 
tying Condition ; yet upon our Lord's 

Call he came forth, and return'd .to his 
Family. Yea, Many, who had been 
dead Time our of Mind, who had ſſept ,,.... 
a long Sleep in the Grade, had their z, 53. 
Graves open d, their Bodies raid, and 

went into Jeruſalem, ſhewing themſelves 

% many. 


- * 2 - 
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6. As many of the Miracles of CHRISF 
had human Creatures for their immedi 
ate Object, ſo he wrought miraculouſly 

on 


I; 
[4] 
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on ſeveral other Parts of Nature. He 
dlarth.14- gave a Supply to about five Thouſand 
CT beſiies Wom:n and Children, with 
five? Loaves, and two Fiſhes. We read 
ot nothing ſaid, or done, but Craving 
4 Bleiſing, and Carving the proviſion; 
but vet there was a very great Increaſe 
: 83:28 4 and Multipli cation, like the Widow's O.1, 
12 8 Which cucreas'd in Pouring out. They 
did all eat, every one had a Share, and 
they were all fiild, every one had e- 
nough ; beſides there was conſiderably 
to ſpare, for tr2!ve Backets remained over, 
XN 1.17. At another Lime, With ſeven Leaves, 
„ a feu little Fiſhes, le cave Refrejhmens to 
fear Thouſand, beſties is omen, and Chil. 
dren; a conſiderable Overplus remain- 
ing, when tis Disciples thought it im- 
polſible; his Gueſts being ſharp ſer, and 
even faut thro? Hun: ger, lad ug been 
with lim tn the I Valde- 2 tree Dazs, 


7. CREATURES in the ſeveral Parts 
oi the Creation were ſubject to him, and 
controuled by him. He commanded 

Aa. S. ag. the ind ana tne Sea; he made all 
calm, and did it by a Word. DMoſes 
mult have his Rod, Jaſbaa the Ark of 
e Covenant, Eliſha Elijab's Mantle; but 
CHRISI nothing but his Word. He 

Me.1;- walked upon t he Water himſelf, and en- 

onthe aby d 


1 


; * 
* 
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abPd Peter to do the like. He brought Euke 5. 4, | 
a vaſt Number of Fiſh to the Net, when | 
they let it down at his Command. The j.,,...;. | 
Earth withdrew her Nouriſhment froin 


the barren Fig-Tree, immediately upon Mar.z:.: 5. 
CHRIST?s Pronouncing it accurſed, - 


i — 


8, THE very Miracles wrought by 
the Apoſtles and [iſciples, were an ad- 
ditional, corroborating Prooſ of the Di- 
vine Nature, and True Goch head of 
their Lord and Maſter. That may A=. 43. 
worarnus I ori ere done by the Apollics 
was undoubted Matter of Fact. They 
were wrought on the ſame Deſign with | 
his own Miracles; viz. To confirm his | 1 
Doctrine, and induce the World to be- 
lieve on him. The Salvation, which at Heb. 2. 3, 
the firſt began to be ſpoken by the Lord, © 
4 d was wiverwards publiſh'd, and con- 
firm's by them that heard him ;, God aiſ9 
bore them Witneſs, with Sigus, and Mon- 
ders, and divers Miracier, and Gifts of 
the Holy Ghoſt. Twas in the Name of 
JESUS CHRIST, and not in any of their 
own Names, that they wrought thoſe 
Wonders; In the Name cf Jeſus Chrift AS 3. 5. 
of Nazareth, riſe up, and walk, They 
were not Maſters of this Power at all 
Times, but God bore Witneſs to them 


in that extraordinary Way according to yy, .. 4 
| his 
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Acts 14. , his own Will. Paul perceiving that the 
5 Cripple at Lyſtra had Faith to be heal'd, 
ſaid with a loud Voice, Stand upright 1 
on thy Feet. They did not only do t 
Works that CHRIST did, but greater 
John 14 Works then thoſe, according to his Pro- 
Ac 5.15. miſe. The Shadow of St. Peter paſſing 
thorow the Streets had a healing Ver- 
tue unto many: And others were cur'd 
of ſeveral Diſeaſes by Application of 
Acts 19.12 Aprons, or Handicrchiefs, brought from 
St. Paul's Body, Beſides, theſe Perſons 
had not only a Power themſelves of 
working theſe Wonders; but inveſted 
others with it, under. the Direction of 
the Spirit of CHRIST, by whom they 
acted, Upon St. Peter s, and St. Johz's 
Praying, and Laying on of their Hands 
on certain Diſciples at Samaria, they re- 
cetv'd the Holy Ghoſt, and were em- 
power'd to work Miracles; the Holy 
Ghoſt diſcover'd himſelf with them by 
ſomething outward and vilible ; which 
ACs2. 17, mov'd Simon Magus to offer Money ior 
12 the Obtaining of the like Power. 


9. CONTEMPT of CHRIST, and 
Unbelief of his Goſpel, thus confirm'd by 
Miracles, being a Crime ſo very heinous, 
and follow'd with the ſevereſt Threat- 


nings, evidence to me, that his Miracles 
| e were 
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were wrought by a truly divine, and 
uncreated Power. If the Word ſpoken by Heb. aa, 
Angels was ſtedfaſt, and every Tranſoreſ- 
ſean and Diſobedience recetV'd a juſi Re- 
compence of Reward, and ( arguing trom 
the leſs to the greater) what will be- 
come of thoſe that ncglect the Goſpel S1/- 
vat ion, purchas'd by CHRIST, and pub- 
liſh'd by himſelf, and his Apoſtles, with 
ſo many atteſting Signs; they muſt be 
ſome ot the greateſt Offenders ; and con- 
ſequently, be ſubject to the worlt of 
Puniſhments. Hei take Vengeance on 2 Theſſal. 
them that know not God, and that obey not © © 
the Goſpel. There being ſufficient Proof 
giv'n to engage Mens Faith and Obe- 
dience, Woe to the Deſpiſers of Grace; 
His Enemies, who wou'd not, that he ſhou'd John8.24; 
reign over them, ſhall be laia; and when 
they are ſo, they {hall dye in their Sins. 
If ye believe not that I am he, ye ſhall dye John 3.36. 
in your Sins. And when they dye, 
they'll ſuffer the Puniſhment of Loſs, Mak 16. 
they ſhan't ſee Lite; and the Puniſhment 
of Senſe, for He that believets not (hall be 
damned : Yea, a more dreadful Woe is 
denounced againſt Sinners in Z/ox, than 
any other Criminals. Choraziz, Beth- 
ſaida, and Capernaum had greater Means 
than other Places, and more ſtrong In- 
ducements to entertain CHRIST, and 

E 
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Math. 11. 


accept the free Offers of his Grace : For 

they had much of his Preſence, and 
mighty Works were done among them; 
mighty in themſelves, and mighty in 
their convincing Evidences, appearing, to 
be the Works of God, but they repente.1 
not: They were not only upbraided, and 
reproached by our Saviour; but their 
Caſe, above all other, declar'd to be ve- 
ry miſerable. Tyre, and Sidon, Places 
of Idolatry; Sodom, and Gomorrha, Pla- 
ces of notorious Impiety, wou d fare bet- 
ter, and their Circumſtances be more to- 
lerable in the Day of Juagment than the 
former. Cou'd all this Puniſhment come 
upon them tor not believing in a Crea- 
ture; and making a //7c-God the Ob- 
ject of their chief Truſt, and Depen- 
dance? Surely, no; but they were thus 
threaten'd, becauſe T hey believ'd not that 
Teſts was the Chriſt, the Son of God, and 
Jo believing might have obtained Life thro? 
his Name. 


10, BLASPHEMING the Power, by 
which CHRIST wrought them, and 
Aſcribing his Works to the Devil, be- 
ing fo provoking an Evil, and next to 
that which is unpardonable, is a Proof 
to me, iat he is True God, in a proper 
Scale, by whom they were wrought. 
CHRIST's 


The VERY Gov. 
CHRIST's Healing a poſſeſs'd Perſon , 
both blind and dumb, was Matter of 
Fact, not to be deny'd : Thoſe that 
{aw ir, fell under the Conviction of 
CHRIST's divine Power; but the Mat- 
ter being reported to the Phariſees, they 

immediately get themſelves to leſſen his 
Reputation with the People; they ſpeak 
very diminutively , and ſcornfully of 
him, and call him This Fellow : q. d. 
© This is a poor Fellow, what can he 
© do? He is the Carpenter s Son, and has 
been brought up himlelf in the ſame 
© Occupation; His Mother's Name 15 
© Mary, and bis Brethren, and Siſters are 
© kzown to us: He has had no Acade- 
* mical Education. What Gamzl:el has 
been his Tutor? Whence ſhou'd he 
have {ſuch Wiſdom, and do ſuch mich- 
* ty Works?” But that they might ct- 
fectually compaſs their Deſi ens, they 
fall foul upon his Works, revile, an! 
blaſpheme his Miracles, as if pertorm'd 
by the Black Art, and in Contederacy 
with Hell. 4. 4. e can't be the S:z 

© of David, the promiſed, and expected 
© Redeemer, and Saviour of the World ; 
for theſe Works mult be done by 
Agreement, and Co federacy with the 
© Devil: He is not forcibly caſt out (as 
* he makes you believe) but volunta- 
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dan 12.22 


Nat. 14.55 
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* rily withdraws and retires, to ſerve 
© ſome unforeſeen Purpoſe and Deſign.“ 
Which odious Imputation being con- 
futed by our Lord, by ſtrong and ur- 
gent Arguments, he proceeds to declare 
what wou'd be the Danger of Reflect- 
ing thus in Time to come upon the 
Holy Ghoſt, by whom CHRIST now 
wrought what they (aw, and beard , 
that it wou'd be an unpardonable Of. 
fence. It was by the Spirit of. God 
that CHRIST cat ont Devils ; ie 
acting from the Father, and the Holy 
Gholt from him : And by the fame Spi- 
rit after the Aſcenſion of CHRIST, 
and a more general Pouring forth of 
him, their Chudrea, wii ſhou'd be con- 
vertcd ro Chriſtianity, ſboud work Ni- 
racles, {or the Setting up, and Eltabliſh- 
ing of CHRIST's Kingdom. And al- 
tho' ſuch as then blaſphemed CHRIST, 
and the Spirit, by which he aQted, 
might obtain Forgiveneis, conſidering 
the Prejudiccs of the 7::vi/hþ Nation, 
the Meanneſs of CHRISY 's Appearance, 
and the Proof of his Divine Miſſion not 
being perfected 'till after his Aſcenſion; 
yet ſuch as ſnou'd proceed in ſuch Blat- 
phemy. aiter the Sending down of the 
Hoy Ghoit in an extraordinary Man- 
ner, upon the Arotitles and Diſciplcs, 
| Wou'd 


2 


Covenant, and having the Adminiſtra- 


"The Very Gon. 


29 


wou'd find their Cale deſperate, and in- 


curable. And if Whoſoever ſpeaks againſt 
the Holy Ghoſ?, (working in their Chil- 
dren) after that blaſphemous Manner, 
that the Works were wrought by Beel- 
Sehub, (hall ncver be foraiv'a; it muſt be 
a dangerous Thing to ſpeak againſt him 
working in CHRIST ; and that becauſe 
He is the Son of God; from whom the 
Spirit of God acted in thoſe Works, 
as the Son from the Father. 


GE I ROSE 92 EL 
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T 
SE bp A "HR IST, is a further 


Proof of his Divine Na- 
ture, and God - head. The Inſpir'4 
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Th BE by our Lord FESUS 


SEEDS ypcn the -MWorld, perform'd 


Writers inform us, that Al FJaudg- Jchn g. 


ment is in the Hand of CHRIST, He 


is the Head over all Things, He 4 Eph. 1. 20. 


Laws, ſettles the Terms of the New 


tion 
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tion of the Mediatorial Kingdom, in- 
flicts Puniſhments upon the Perſons, 
and Communities of the World; and 
the Finiſhing Act of Judicial Power 
will be perform'd by him at the laſt 
Day. This was committed to Him, as 
God man, and Mediator, by the Father; 
He was deſign'd, and appointed by the 
Eternal Purpoſe, and Counſel of God to 
this Work. It was foretold of CHRIST, 
that He ſbowd judge the People riehteouſty, 
1. . give them a righteous Law, or 
Rule; and judge them according to 
their Management of it. The Holy 
Apoſtles had it in Commiſhon from 
their Lord and Maſter, to preach unto 
the People, aud teſtify, that it is Fe, 
who is ordain of God to be the Judge of 
quick and dead, Hell judge the World in 
Righteouſneſs by that Man ( but no meer 
Man) whom he hath ordain'd. It was 
this Doctrine, that Ezoch preach'd to 
the oli World, and left the Prophecy 
of it upon Record for After-Generati- 
ons. Tas one of the Articles of Job's 
Creed, that his Redeemer ſbou'd ſtand at 
the latter Day apon the Earth, Now 
this Work, conſidering the Nature and 
Parts of it, muſt be too weighty for 
any Creature ; the preſcat Adminiſtra- 
£3215 cannot be made without the Know- 

ledge 
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ledge of all Things, and an univerſal 
Power and Agency ; and the finiſhing 
Parts require the Reſurrection of the 
Dead. Thoſe that ſleep in the Duſt of Dan. 12.2. 
the Earth muſt awake; how faſt ſoever 
they have ſlept, and how long ſoever 
they have been there; the Bones mult 
come together. Bone to his Lone, the 
Sinews, and the Fleſh muſt come up upon 
them, and the Skin cover them above. AS 

a Specimen of this, we have read of 

ſome both under the Old and New Dil- 
penſation that have been rais'd; but 

when CHRIST comes in the Clouds of 
Fleaven, with Power, and great Glory, to 

finiſh his Mediatorial Kingdom, then 

All that are in their Graves ſhall hear his 

Voice, and come forth; willing, or un- 
willing; ready, or unready ; all is one; 

the Summons mult be. obey'd. Thoſe 

alſo, who have paſs'd thorow the Paths 

of the Sea, and have been laid up in 

the Bowels of it, muſt be brought forth. 

Ihe Sea, as well as the Earth muſt give Rev. 20. 
up the dead, that ſhall be found in it ; 12, 13. 
lo that All the dead, ſpall, and great, 

wuſt ſt and before God, When raisd, 
they muſt be gather'd together, Before Nt 25-3: 
Him ſhall be gather'd all Nations ; not 
only gather my Saints together, thoſe that Pp 
have made a Covenant with me; but “ 


gather 


Fzck. 37. 
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gather mine Enemies together , the Wheat, 


and the Tares muit be both read (tho 
they'll be variouſly diſpos'd of after- 
wards when gather'd ) their final State 
muſt be determin'd. To do this, muſt, 
certainly, be the Part of GOD, and the 
Work of GOD; eſpecially, conſidering 
there will be different Kinds of Crea- 
tures to be judg'd; Angels, and Men, 
a vaſt Multitude, both of the one, and 
of the other. Cates will appear very 
different, ſome good, ſome bad; yea, 
Goodneſs, and Badnefs will appear of 
ſcveral Degrees. It will require an in- 
finite Underſtanding t know, and com- 


prehend every Cate, ſeeing Every Mort 


is to be brought into Judgment, with eve- 
ry ſecret Thing; the moit impartial Ju- 


Gen 13.:5 ſtice and Righteouſneſs, Shall nor rhe 


Judge of all the Earth do right? Beſides 
there muſt be a Sufficiency of Power 
to put the Sentence in Execution, or 
all wou'd be in vain. And now it this 
Work muſt be CHRIST's Province, it 
ſatisfies me that He mult be GOD ; 
He cou'd never otherwiſe pertorm it : 


And that it will be his Province, is 


very evident from what has been ſaid 
before. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 


LP WINE Worſhip , and Ado> 


Dion, being givin unto 
INS CHRIST, beſpeaks Him 
RE G O D, and acknowledg'd 
as ſuch by thoſe that paid it Him. 


* | 
＋ 
| 
4 
\ 


I TAKE Religious Worſhip to be a ſo- 
| lemn, and peculiar Reſpect paid to the 
4 Supreme Being, upon the Account of his 

infinite Perfections, according to his own 
Appointment. O! come, let us worſhip, pfl. 
and bow down ;, let us kneel before the Lora P 
our Mater. Which is either Internal, in 
x the Exerciſe, and Employment of the 
| Mund onlv ; or External, in the Mo- 
tions, and Actions of the Body, and 
Mind together ; therefore ( as it ap- 
pears to me) this can belong only un- 
to God. The Directions of the holy 
Scriptures ſeem very plain, and expreſs 
in this Matter. Vo ſhip God. Thou Galt e ro 
worſhip the Lord thy God, and Him only Mat. u. 
ſhall thoa ſerve. | take this to be the 
_ and Meaning of the firſt, and 
F lecond 
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ſecond Moral Precepts, Which God has 
deliver'd to the World. 


— — . K 


AS to the Iater aal Part of it, it takes 
Cr 3 8 in Self-Dedication. Ties your ſelves unto 
— God, Holy Reverence and Fear; Fear 
Mak 11. the Lord, and depart from Evil, Faith 
in him; Have Faity iz God. Without 
Faith it is tupeſſibis to pleaſe Gol. The 
Juſt ſol! live by Faith, Holy Love; 
PS. 8 Thea ſhalt love tue ird thy God Holy 
Pal. 62.8, Confidence and Truit ; Truft ia Him at 
* ail Timss; Te People pour out your Hearts | 
before Him, God is a Refuge for us. Obe- | 
J-. . 23. dience, and SubjeQ.ion of Spirit; Uvey my 
Voice, and I mill be )our God. 


| 


„ 


— 
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AND as to the Exrerzal Part of it, ' 
conliſting of the Motions and Actions 
of the Mind and Body; it takes in 
| Prayer, Attendance upon Divine Inſti- 

| tutions, and Obſervance of appointed 
| Federal Rites. The perempiory Re- 

| fuſal of it by created Beings, as not be- 
longing to them, but to GOD only, 
ſeems to confirm it as GOD's Preroga- 
tive. When Cornelius fell down at Pe- 
ter's Feet to worſhip him, he immedi- 

AQs 10.26 ately tot bim up, and ſaid, I myſelf 

alſo am a Man; and am far from having 

any Right, laying any Claim, or accept- 
ing 
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ing ſuch Honour as is due only to GOD. 
How abſolutely was it refus'd by an An- 
gel of Heav'n, with a reproving Cau- 
tion, Sce thou do it not; when unad- 
viſedly offer'd by the Apoſtle St. John. 


I CAN'T but conclude, that Divine 
Worſhip muſt belong to GOD, and 
Him only, when I conſider the Provo- 
cation of Idolatry, the Sharpneſs of the 
Threatnings againtt it, and the Weight 
of the Puniſhment of it. He that ſaid, 


Thou ſhalt have us other God before Me, Ed 1. 
added alſo, He that ſacrificeth unto any — 22. 20. 


God, ſave unto the Lord only, he (hall be 


utterly aeftroy'd, The Heart mult not J ;: 26 


be enticed to Idolatry, we are not to 
ſtoop our Bodies, to bend our Knees, 


to put our Hands to our Mouths in a 


Way of Homage, or ſtretch them ou: 
in a Way of Religious Exercife ; or 
employ them in Preparing Sacrifices for 
Idols. Our Tongues muſt not be Ad- 
vocates for any talſe Gods, we muſt 


not fo much as make mention of their E- 15 


Names in a Way of Commendation, cr 
Encouragement to others, upon For- 
feiture of the Pavour of Heaven; and 
Expoſing ourfelves to judgment. Ra- 
ticers to Idolatry were by no means to 
be entertain'd, or endur'd: No Pre- 

F 2 tence 
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Ifa, 42+ 8. 


tence of Inſpiration, nor Working of 
Miracles, muſt bring any Perſon into 
Credit, who wou'd ſet up any other 
Object of Worſhip in the World beſides 
the Supreme GOD : No Bonds of Na- 
ture, or Ties of Friendſhip were to 
have engag'd the Jews to have con- 
ccald, and skreen'd the Brother, the 
Son, yea, the Wife of the Boſom, from 
Puniſhment with Death, that wou'd 
have been inſtrumental to draw them 
off from the True God to Idolatry ; but 
their own Hands were to be firſt up- 
on them. The faithful Servants of God 
have always had ſuch a Reverence for 
his Name and Honour, that when they 
have been themſclves, and acted like 
themſelves, they have ex pos d their Bo- 
dies to the higheſt Rage of their Ene- 
mies, and to whe molt extream, and ut- 
moſt Danger, rather than comply with 
Motions to Idolatry-: A fiery Furnace, 
a Lion's Den, the worlt of Torments 
have been more eligible than Prefer- 
ment in an Idolatrous Way. | 


WORSHIP, therefore, is a kind of 
IWorthy(bip, and can belong only to the 
Supreme GOD ; Who will no more give 
his Glory to another, than allow his Praiſes 
fo graden 129 t. But that Our Lord 
: ORs | JESUS 
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JESUS CHR is the Object of Reli- 

gious Worſhip, and conſequently, Trae 

God, of equal Dignity with the Father, 

we may be convincingly fatisfy'd from 

manifold Teſtimonies in the holy Scrip- 

tures. He was worſhipp'd by the Wiſe Mar. 2. 11. 
Mex of the Eaſt in his State of Infan- 

CY ; by the Leper, who implor'd his — 8.2 

cleanſing Help; by Jairas, the Ruler, 9 

when he deſit'd him to raiſe his dead 

Daughter ; by the Woman cf Canaan, 325 


that ſtrong Believer ; by the Blind Man, John 9.38. 
1 whoſe Eyes he opened, tho" he was born 


blind; by the Ship's Company, whom he M*-'4-33 
had ſav'd from Shipwreck ; by his Di- 


ciples after his Reſurrection; yea, he 
receiv'd it from Angels as well as Men. Heb. 1. 6, 


MOREOVER, We have particular 

Inſtructions from the Word of 60D, 

that the ſeveral Parts of Divine Wor- 

{hip be perform'd to him; we are re- 

quir'ꝗ to dedicate, and devote ourſelves 
to him, and his Service: He died, that 2 or. 8.5 

they which live, ſbou'd not henceforth live 

unto themſelves, but unto him who died 

for them, and roſe again. The Apoſtle 

4 St. Paul in his Epiſtle ro the Philippi- 
| ans, declar'd for himſelf, that To him to ph. 1 21. 

live was Chriſt , the Scope of his Lite 

Was to ſerve his Intereſt, and to ad- 

| | vance 
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vance his Name, and Honour; and 
writing to the Romans, plainly ſhews 

it to be the main Buſineſs of every Chri- 

Row: 24. itian. None of us liveth to himſelf, and 
-,% 0 Min ovieth to himſelf ; for whether we 
live, we live unto the Lord; or whether 

we de, we dye unto the Lord: whether, 
therefore, we live, or dye, we are the Lords. 
M 14 1. He is the Object of our Faith; Te be- 
x live in GOD, believe allo in ME. Be- 
leve 047 tre Lord FTESUS CHRIST, and 

1 Cor. 16. thou Halt be ſaved, He that loveth not 
Tie, te Lord FESUS CHRIST is Anathema. 
tt 4. 5 ag . 
4% Whoever comes to him, and wou'd be his 
Diſciple, maſi hate, (i. e. comparatively) 

hie Father, aud Mother, and Wife, and 

Ci luren, and Brethren, and Siſters ; yea, 

aud tis owa Life alſo. He is the Object 

of the Believers Truſt; he deſires with 

St, Paul, to be found in him; as being 
Phu. 3. 8. well aſlur'd, that He that. believeth on 
A Him fhail aut be confounded, He knows 
whom be has believ d, and is fully perſwa- 

aed, that he is able to keep that which vs 
committed co Him. True Chriſtians pray 
:Gor.1-3-to him by Way of Supplication ; Grace 
be unto you, and Peace from God our Fa- 

Ade 1 24 „ 4d from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Toa Lora, which knoweſt the Hearts of 
all Men, ſhem whether of theſe two Thou 

Adr 7. 59. haſt choſen, I hey ſtored Stephen, calling 


upon 


-— 


The VIRXT Gon. 39 


— 


upon Goa, &c. For this thing I beſought 2 cor. 28 
the Lord thrice, Moſt gladly will J glory —= 5: 
in my Infirmities, that the Fower of Chriſt 

may reſt upoz me. The Chriſtian is de- 

{crib'd as one that calls upon the Name 

of TESUS CHRIST, our Lord: They 

aſcribe their Praiſes, and Thankſgivings 

tO him; To him that [ved Hs, and waſhed Rev.1.5,6. * 
us from our Sirs in his own Blood; and 

has made us Kings and Prieſts to God, 
ana his Father, to Him be Glory, and Da- 
minion for eder aud ever, Amen, To the 
Only Wiſe God, our SAVIOUR, de G. 
ry, and Majeſ'y, Dominion, and Power, 
nom, and for ever, Amen, And again, 
Bl-ſſing, Honour, Glory, and Poæer, be Rer. g. 13. 
unto Him that ſitteth upon the Throne, 
ana to the Lamb for ever, and ever. He 
is obey' d by ſuch unto whom He be- 
comes the Author of Eternal Salva- 
tion. Homage Is ſolemnly paid to Him 
in the Federal Rites of Chriſtianity. 
Baptiſm is adminiſter'd, and receiv d in Mat. 28.17 
His Name, as well as in the Name of 

the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt : And in Luke 22. 
Breaking of Bread, we eat, and drink .. 

in a religious and thankful Remembrance 


Jude 25» 


Heb. 5. 9. 


of Him, and his Redecming Love and 


Grace towards us. 


BY the 187% Canon of hs Church of 
Enge 


—_— 


— — 


| 
| . | 
| -. Jzsus CHRIST, 


| |: | England, it is appointed; that When 
1 | © the Lord JESUS ſhall be mention'd 
1 © in Time of Divine Service, due, and 


© lowly Reverence ſhall be done by all 
11 Ferſons preſent.” This Name JESUS 
"I can be no Magical Word, moving to | 
| | Bodily Reverence upon the bare Sound 

| 


of the Letters and Syllables; but the 
Canon tells us, That 'tis done in due Ac- 
* knowledgment, that the Lord JESUS 
1 * CHRIST, the True, Eternal Son of 
þ © God, is the Only Saviour of the World, ; 
U c. Such, therefore, as ſwear Obedi- 

| ence to theſe Canons, and practiſe ac- 
cording to the Direction ot that fore- 
mention d, do openly profeſs their Ac- 
knowledgment of the Lord FESUS 
CHRIST, to be the True, Eternal Sox 
of GOD ; and the Bowing at His Name 
( ſo many ſeveral Times uſed in the 
18 Divine Service, when no other Name 
I of GOD is taken ſuch Notice of ) can 
ſuppoſe, or lignify no Inferiority, or 
Inequality of the Son to the Father. 


© ERR... 


1 


— 2 9 
— 
— 2 


TO imagine an Inequality between 
the Father and the Son, and yet to argue, 
that the Father has order'd, and ap- 
pointed Religious Worſhip to be giv'n 
to his Son, brings no rational Convic- 

tion at all to me: For I wou'd *. 
that 


— —— _ . 
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that GUD acts rationally, and wiſely in 
all he does, and in this, as well as his 
other Acts; but the Aſſignment of ſuch 
Worſhipsto an inferior Being (as the 
Son is ſuppos d by ſome to be) which 
is due, and only belongs to the Supreme 
Being, ſeemNo me irrational; yea, and 
not doing Juſtice to himſelf. 


THERE are ſome Things, which 


. 


GOD has declar'd he. wo'n't do, He If. 48. 15 


will not give his Glory to another, The 


Babylonians, in Triumphing over 1/-ae/ 
ia Captivity, inſulted the God of / 
rel; eſpecially, when Belſhazzar, and 
his Companions drank Wine out cf the 
Veſſels of the Lord's Houſe, and praiſed 
the Idols of Gold, and of Silver, and Iron, 
and Wood, and Stone, which were worſhip- 
ped among them : Little Likelyhood of 
IſraePs Deliverance and Return; Yes, 
ſays God, They ſhall. I will bring them 
back for my own ſake ; I will not give my 
Glory to another; to any other; *tis 
my Right, and Pll keep it; nor u 
Praiſe, that Praiſe which belongs to Me 
(as Religious Praiſe does) to graves 
Images. 


THERE are other Things GOD has 
declar'd he can't do: Not for Want of 
G Power, 


—— — 
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Power, but thro' the Perfection of his 


Nature; He cannot lye: He cannot deny 
- * himſelf. It appears to me inconſiſtent, 


for G00 to aſſign over his own Wor- 
ſhip to any ſubordinate interior Being; 
when the infinite Perfections and Ex- 
cellencies of the Divine Nature are the 
firſt Springs of Religious Worſhip; why 
may he not as well alienate his Divine 
PerfeCtions themſelves, as that Worſhip 
they abſolutely and neceſſarily require, 
aud demand from all capable Subjects 
depending upon him? 


AND that Religious Worſhip was 
paid ro Him of Divine Right, I con- 
clude, from conſidering that as the firſt, 
and fundamental Law given to the Jews, 
was, Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, 
requiring a due Obſervance of all Laws 
that ſhou'd be afterwards reveal'd, and 
enjoin'd, whether Moral, Ceremonial, or 
Judicial; fo CHRIST opened his Mini- 
ſtry with the fame Injunction: Thou 


{balt worſhip the Lord thy God, and Him 


only ſhalt thou ſerve; as an abiding Law, 
of cternal Obligation, to. be obſerv'd in 
the Chriſtian (as well as the Jewiſo) 
Church by all his Diſciples, and Fol- 
lowers for ever; and, therefore, ſeveral. 
Ads of Worſhip which he receiv'd, * 


| 
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his Apoſtles, and others paid to Him, 


were certainly upon the Account of 
His being The Lord their God; and His 
having a juſt Title to what they per- 
form'd. Peter's Addreſs to CHRIST, 
when he was walking upon the Water, 
when the Baiſleronſucſi of the Wind, and 
the Roughneſs of the Sea, made him a- 
fraid, and he began to link, and cry'd 


out, Lord, ſave me, was an Application M142 


to him as Trae, and Supreme GOJ, 


CHRIST had ſome valuable Deſign 
to accompliſh, when He conſtrain'd his 
Diſciples to go to Sea, and to go by 
themſelves, ho were loth to go; and 
eſpecially to go without Him : He lends 
2 Storm after them, but meets them in 
their Diſtreſs, walking «pon the Waters, 


(a mighty Inſtance of his undoubred 


Sovereignty ) He ſpeaks encouragingly 
to them, whoſe Fears were rais'd to 
an higher Pitch by his Appearance in 
that Manner, It is I, be not afraid. St. 
Peter knowing, poſſibly, his Maſter's 
Voice, and being forward to expreſs 
his Love to CHRIST, and Faith in him, 
reply'd, If it be Thou, bid me come to 
Thee on the Pater; and He ſaid, Come, 
But when his Confidence was check'd, 
and the Weakneſs of his Faith diſco- 


(2 ver'd 


Jesus CurisrT, 


Tnke 24. 


ver'd by the Prevalency of his Fears, 
and his Beginning to fink, hecry'd, ſay- 
ing, Lord ſave me. Now Lord is the 
ſame Word that anſwers to Jehovah 
in the Old Teſtament, and by which 
Jehovah is tranſlated in the Septuagint, 
Oh ! ſave me. Thou art the S0- 
< preme Sovereign; my Life, or Death 
«© 1s abſolutely at thy Diſpoſal, and in 
© thine Hand: Thou can'ſt ſtill the 
Wind, and ſtrengthen the Pavement 
of the Sea, and work out my Salva- 
© tion, tho no Creature-Help can re- 
© lieve me.” Thus, as fully poſleſs'd 
of Divine Excelleacies, did the Apoſtle 
Peter worſhip Him by Invocation ; and 
the reſt of the Diſciples, having the ſame 
Notion, when he came aboard, came, 
and worſhipped Him, ſaying, Of a Truth, 
Thou art the Son of God; the Manife- 
ſtation of the Excellencies of the Su- 
preme GOD requiring that Confeſſion, 
and conſequently, thoſe Acts of Worſhip 
and Adoration, which cou'd be due on- 
ly to the True G0. | 


*TWAS from a Conviction of his un- 
doubted Right, that his Diſciples wor- 
ſhipped Him, when He aſcended from 
Bethany to Heaven. He had giv'n them 
Proof of his True Divinity, by Raiſing 


The V try Gon. 45 
Himſelf from the Dead ; He had been 
inſtracting them for forty Days, in Things 
pertaining to His Kingdom. Hie had aa: 1. 3. 
breathed on them, and they had receiv d the 
Holy Ghoſt, who was to lead them into all 
Truth; and help them in all Religious Nor- 
| ſbip: They worſhipped Him when their 
g Spirits were under the Influence of his 
refreſhing Bleſſing; And One wou d 
| think it impoſſible under all thoſe Cir- ' 
cumftances, they ſhowd be miſtaken in 
their Object, or pay ſuch Homage to 
their Lord, and He ſhou'd receive it, 
but upon the Account of his being Sa- 
preme GOD, Co-equal, and Co-eternal with 
the Father; and, conſequently, having 
the ſame Right to the Creature's Ado- 
ration. What Phraſes, or Bodily Ge- 
ſtures cowd human Creatures have poſ- 
ſibly us d, more expreſſive of Venera- 
tion, than thoſe offer'd, and paid to 
CHRIST, ſuppoſing that the Father had 
appear'd to the World in any human, 
or viſible Shape ? 


CHAP, 


S > 
wg 


JzesuUs CHRIST, 


Yohn 9, 


CHAP. VL 


F UR Lord JESUS CHRIST 
8 affirm'd, and publiſh'd ir 


gr 
Ee: O FEB to the World that He 


w the Son of GOD, in 
es, the proper, and unfigura- 


tive Meaning of the Words ; which, 
( conſidering his Truth and Goodneſs ) 
had been impoſſible for Him to do, if 
He had not been ſo. The Care of a Man, 
that was born blind, had occafion'd much 
Speculation, and Diſcourſe about him in 
that Neighbourhood : "Thoſe that knew 
the Man, and liv'd in, or near the Place 
where he was born, and bred, and where 
he us'd to beg for his Subſiſtence, were 


very much ſurpriz'd at it; they brought 


him before the Sanhedrim, that the Mat- 
ter might be ſtrictly ſearch'd, and ens 
quir'd into. They calPd for bis Pa- 
rents, and examind them. They inter- 
rogated a ſecond time the Man himſelf: 
And when they cou'd, by no Means, 
overthrow the Miracle, or ſtiſle Mat- 
ter of Fact, they fell a quarrelling with 
him; and according to a Law _ had 

| lately 


ä 
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lately made, they proceeded againſt him 
to Excommunication. Our Lord JE- 
SUS CHRIST meeting with him, 
whilſt he was thus under the Perſe- 
cution of the Phariſees, examines him L»k*2-7z: 
concerning his Faith, reveals himſelf to | 
him as the Mercy promis'd, and ac- John 2.38. 
' cepts of Divine Worſhip from him : * 
The Man made the Son of GOD the 
Object of his Faith, and Inward Wor- 
ſhip ; and of his Outward Homage, and 
| Bodily Veneration ; in which he muſt 
3 Idolatry, and JESUS CHRIST 
1 abetting, ang encouraging thereunto, 
if he was out, and miſtaken in his Ob- 
jet, and worſhipped a Creature, in- 
ſtead of the Creator; when he made 
no Refuſal, diſcover'd no Diflike, or de- 
liver'd any Prohibition againſt ir. 


HE affirm'd alſo, an Unity, or Equa- 
lity between the Father, and Himſelf. I, John 10. 
and my Father, are one; the Words them- i* 
ſelves do plainly ſignify it. And where- 
as ſome wou'd ſhuffle, and evade the 
true, and evident Meaning, by under- 
ſtanding the Unity or Oneneſs, to be an 
Ozeneſs in Purpoſe, and gracious De- 
ſign ; we wou'd obſerve, that they were 
otherwiſe underitood by the Jews, to 
' Whom they were ſpoken; becauſe they 
; inter- 
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Eph. 4:25- trary to Deceit, and Falſhood. Where- 


2 


interpreted his Words for 5 


John 10. For 4 good Work we ſtone thee not, 
33” for Blaſphemy ; becauſe that thou, being 4 


Man, makeſt thyſelf GOD : Not GOD 
by Office, but GOD by Natare. This 
* (/aq they) is Blaſphemy, thou claimeſt 
© that to thyſelf, which does not be- 
long to thee. ” And accordingly they 
proceeded to deal with him as a Blaſ- 


Lev. 4.16 phemer ; They took 4 Stones to ſtone him, 


as the Law directed. And yet He ne- 
ver told them that they miſtook his 

| Meaning, nor ever went about to in- 
form their Jedgments otherwiſe ; or to 
inſtru them, that they muſt put ano- 
ther, and a different Interpretation up- 
on his Words; tho' that might have 
taken off all their Rage, brought them 
into Temper, and effectually have ſe- 
cur'd his own Perſon ; but even when 
their Rage was up, and Stones ready 
in their Hands, He ſtood to what He 
had faid before, and affirm'd, The Fa- 
ther is in Me, and I in Him. 


IT was inconſiſtent with His Truth, 
and Gooaneſs, to have affirm'd This, if 
it had not been fo : For, 2 


1. HIS own Law is expreſly con- 


fore 
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ore putting away Lying, ſpeak every Man 
Ret with bis Neig — 8 When Ham- 
niah deceiv'd the People, and affronted 
GOD, by making the People truſt in 
a Lye, he was charg'd with Teaching 4 
Rebellion againſt the Lord, and puniſſüp̃ * © 
with Death. 


SUCH a Practice wou'd ſubvert the 
whole Deſign of his Coming into the 
World. To ſay he was the Son of God, 
when he was not, cou'd not be conſi- 1 
ſtent with one, Who came to ſeek, and -'“ ů 
to ſave that which was loſt ; Who came, —9.46: 
not to aeſi roy, but to ſave Mens Lives; 
It wow'd not be 4 Faithful Saying, and, 1 Tim. 1. 
conſequently, not worthy of all Accept a- 15. 
tion, that Jeſus Chriſt came into the World 
to ſave Sinners; if He had been ſuch a 
Perſon as cou'd equivocate, and take Ad- 


vantage of Mens Credulity ro impoſe 
upon them, | 


IT was inconſiſtent with the moſt 
exemplary Goodneſs, and Uſefulneſs of | 
his Life. He went about doing Good, Ads 10.38 
both to the Souls, and Bodies of the 
Children of Men: He inſtructed the ig- 
norant, convinc'd the guilty, reprov'd 
the Tranſgreſſor, remov'd falſe Princi- 
ples, and took off groundleſs Prejudi- 

H ces, 


A 


zo IESsus Curisr, of 


Em 


ces, he recover'd the fallen, eſtabliſh'd 
the wavering, comforted the forrow- 
ful ; and, in a Word, both by his good 
Counſels, and holy Living, he was di- | 
recting Sinners to Eternal Happineſs. | 


WE can no where learn, that He 
was an Aſpiring Perſon, who fought 
Empire in the World, or drove at Ap. 
plauſe amongſt the People. He oppos'd 
the Notion of a Worldly Kingdom , 
pompous, and full of outward Magni- 
ficencey which the carnal Jews imagin'd 

Joka 18. the Meſſi2h wou'd ſet up. My Ring dom 
33 is not of this World, He charg'd many 
whom He curd, not to make him 
known : See :hoa tell no Man, faid He 
Matic: £0 the healed Leper. He commanded his 
' Diſciples, that they ſhou'd tell no Man, i 

that he was Jeſus, the Chriſt. He with- 

arew himſelf from the People, when they 

mou d have took him by Force, and made 

John 6.15 him 4 King. What Teſtimony did He 

give againſt Ambition, and AﬀeCtation 

of Worldly Honour? What a Pattern, 

and Example of Humility, and Self- de- 

nial has He left to us? This was ab- 

ſolutely inconſiſtent with any Meaſure, 

or Degree of Impoſing upon the World, 

or renreſenting himſelf otherwiſe than 
indeed He is. It was a good Confeſ- 
ie 


Mat. 2.4. 


I 
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ſion (as St. Paul affirm'd ) that our 
Saviour witneſſed before Pontius Pilate, 


when he ask'd him, Art thou 4 Ring? . Tim. 6: 


Then Teſus anſi wer d, Thoa ſayeſt & g-5 
aw 4 King. 4. d. I agree to what 

thou ſay'ſt: *Tis ſo, I am a King. 
© To this End was I born, and For 
© this Cauſe came I into the World, that 
* I ſhowd bear Witneſs anto the Truth. : 

*TIS ſo far from being conſiſtent with 
Truth and Goodneſs, that it wou'd be 
a great Evil, and Wickedneſs, to under- 
take, and perſue ſuch a Part in the 
World. CHRIST was to bear Witneſs 
unto the Truth, to publiſh it, and to 
prove it; thoſe, therefore, that receive 
CHRIST, and own Him otherwiſe than 
what He has declar'd Himſelf to be, do 
not only degrade, and diſhonour him ; 
but, indeed, expoſe Him, and reflect 
upon Him as a very ill Perſon. The 
Conſequence of the Denial of His Trae 
Divinity (which, I prov'd before, that 
He affirm'd) is to charge Him with 


being a Deceiver, as the Jewiſh People John: ry 


did; as One, who had ſome ill con- 
ceaPd Deſi ign at bottom; which is not 
only to diminiſh Him, and make Him 
little, but to abuſe, and render Him 
vile in the Eyes of all Mankind. For 


H 2 this 


62 Jzsus CHRIS r, 


nn. 
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this wou'd be to follow the Steps of rhe 
2 Cor. 11.3 Old Serpent, who beguiled Eve, by Im- 
poſing upon her; reprefenting that ſhe 
wou'd be ſafe enough, nay, that her 
Advantage wov'd ariſe from Eating the 
forbidden Fruit; tho' he knew it was 
2 to the Command of GOD, and 
knew by Experience, that Sinning 4 
Sen. 3. 4,8 inſt GOD had prov'd fatal to himſelf, 
and his Adherents; and, therefore, is 
J-bn 8.44, juſtly branded with being a Lyar, and 
45+ Marderer from the Beginning. 


HOW deteſtable, and blaſphemous 
mult it then be, to inſinuate ( tho? not 
directly, yet conſequently, by denying 
. His Drvinity, which He aſſerted) that 
CHRIST with his Tongue ſhou'd ute 

Deceit, and have a Senſe in his Words, 
which He induſtriouſly conceaPd , to 
cover the true Meaning of what He de- 
clar'd, from thoſe He declar'd them to. 
Fraudulent, and Impoting Methods 
have been always hateful amongſt Men. 

en. :7. Jacob was undoubtedly culpable for the 
11,'9,20, Way he took to obtain the Bleſſing, 
_ when He came with a Lye in his right 
Hand, and impos'd upon the Weakneſs 

and Infirmity of I/aac's declining State; 

. when at the ſame Time, the Senſe of 

his Guilt filfd him with Tn 
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and his Acting as a Deceiver, with Fear 


of bringing a Curſe upon himſelf rather 
than a Bleſſing. | 


e 


C HA p. VII. 


En 


wi 


27 PHAT JESUS CHRIST is | 
2 the True, and Proper Son py | 
T SL of GOD, was teſtify'd, or 


* 


RES witneſſed from Heaven, by 
B the GOD of Heaven. : By 


the Father at three remarkable Seaſons 
during CHRIST's Manifeſtation in the 
Fleſh; viz. At his Baptiſm, at his Trauſ- 
feurarion, and a little before his Suffer- - | 
ing of Death. . | 


AT the Solemnity of CHRIST's Bap- | 
tiſm, we find Heaven affected. The Hea- Marth. z. | 
vens were opened, and the Spirit of God 16, *7- 
deſcending like a Dove, lighted upon Him. 
Which uncommon Appearance was at- 
tended with a diftin& articulate Sound; 
this was publickly ſeen, and heard by 
e | CHRIST, 


& 
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CHRIST, by John the Baptiſt, and ve- 
ry probably, by the whole Multitude 
that were then preſent. The Voice 
that came, and was heard, was the Fa. 
ther*s Voice deliver'd after an Ordinance, 
which render'd it the more ſolemn; 
Jeſus, when He was baptized, went up 


ſtraitway from the Water: And the Mat- 


Heb. 113. 


ter of it is very conſiderable, for He 
proclaim'd Him then His Son; This 18 
m Beloved Son. This I underſtand to 
ſignify His Son, by an Ineffable, and 
Eternal Generation; for ſo it appears to 
me to be underſtood by John Baptiſt, 
who thereupon declar'd, that He ſaw, 
and bare Record, that this was the Son of 
GOD. And this Interpretation does 
moſt come up to, and beſt agree with 
the Character that is giv'n of Him elſe- 
where; that He is the Brightneſs of his 
Father's Glory, and the expreſs Image of 
his Perſon. As the Brightneſs of the 
Sun is of the ſame Nature with the 
Sun, and of the fame Continuarice with 
it, and is abſolutely inſeparable from 
it; and yet the Sun, and its Bright- 
neſs are diſtinguiſhable from each o- 
ther; ſo the Father, and the Son in 
the God head, are of the fame Eſſence, 


Co eternal, and Inſeparable, tho' in 


fome reſpects diſtinguiſhable from each 
l | | other; 


The VERT Gop. 4 


!!! ee tt. 


other ; He is the Image of the Inviſible Col. x. 1 ; : 


GOD. With whom He was well pleas d. 
He was peculiarly, and emphatically, 
Hit Beloved Son, tho' in the Likeneſs of 
finful Fleſh, and in the Form of « Ser- 
vant, and under the Veil of the moſt 
ſtupendous Humiliation ; yea, He was 
not only His Beloved Son, with whom, 
or with whoſe Perſon, He was well 
plesrd ; but in Whom, or thro Whom, 
with all his Adopted Children, whons 


CHRIST ſhou'd redeem, and bring to 
Glory, | 


AT His Transfigaration allo, there was Mar. 27. 5. 


4 Voice, the ſame in Subſtance with 
what we had before at His Baptiſm : 
But the Witneſſes of what was ſeen, 
and heard, were different; Moſes, and 
Elias, the Two great Prophets ot the 
Old Teftameat ; and Peter, James, and 
John, Favourite Diſciples of CHRIST), 
and great Agents in his Kingdom. The 
Circumſtances, tho? different, were re- 
markable, They were overſhadowed with 4 
Cloud : By the Clouds, a Correſpon- 
dence is * between Heaven and 


Earth. GOD took Poſſeſſion of the Ta- 1 Kings 3. 

bernacle and Temple in 4 Cloud; but this 

was 4 bright Cloud. Under the Law, 

GOD awelt in the thick Darkneſs ; _ 
. Diſ- 


as 
„ * m 
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Diſpenſation was with Dor kneſs, Ban- 
dage, and Terror; but Ours with Light, 
Love, and Liberty. It overſhadowed 
them, that the Glory of CHRIST might 
not over-power them. This Voice, or 
Teſtimony had an Injunction to ſpecial 
Duty ſubjoin d to it, which requir'd our 
Embracing of his Doctrine, and Sub- 


mitting to his Government in all the 


John 12. 
28, 29. 
Gen. 41. 
88. 


Exerciſes of his Offices, and careful Ob- 
ſervance of his holy A ppointments. Hear 


ye Him. 


AND a little before His ſharp Saf- 
ferings came on, there was another Te- 
ſtimony from the Father concerning 
CHRIST, which was deliver'd by a 
Voice ſtill. Joſeph told Pharaoh, that the 
Doubling of his Dream was to ſhew, 
that the Thing was eftabliſhed of GOD. 
Surely, If God has ſpoken once, yes, twice, 
and Man perceiveth not; He'll be more 
attentive when he ſpeaks again a third 
Time : A threefold Cord is not eaſily 
broken, This Voice came in Anſwer to 
Prayer, in which GOD's Relation to 
CHRIST, as 4 Father, is own'd; and a 
ſtrong Concern expreſs'd for the Ad- 
vancement of the Divine Name, and 
Glory. - This Voice of the Lord was full 
of Majeſty, and ſtruck the On 

. wit 
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with different Sentiments. zome ſaid, 
It thunder d; others \aid, an Ang jpake 
to him; the Matter ſpoken was, that 
GOD had gloria his Name. and wand 
glorify it again. He had glorify'd it by 
the Incarnation of the Son of GOD, by 
his Life, Doctrine, and Miracles; and He 
wou'd further glorify ic by his Death, 
Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion to Glory; by 
which it ſhou'd powerfully appear, that 
he was the Son of GOD, by this Con- 
queſt of the Old Serpent, the Devil. 
Now 1s the Tra! of this World, the 
Crirical Day, the Vertical Point, in 
which the Divine Scales turn for Life, 
or Death. Judgment is giv'n, and Exe- 
cution will be ſerv'd upon the Prince 


of this World; his Kingdom was over- 


ſet, and his Oracles ſilenc'd; and Chr iſt 
Lifted ap from the Earth, became ct- 
fectual to draw all Men to him; to m 
the Gathering of the People ſhould (. 
There was no Need that any Thing 
ſhould have been faid to ſatisty CHRIST 


himſelf; but the Voice came for their 


ſakes, who were his Diſciples, and Fol- 
lowers, that They night believe, that JE- 
SUS was the CHRIST, theSon of GOD; 
and that believing, they might bave Life 
thro his Name. 
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THE Eternal Son, or Word, witneſſed 
from Heav'n his own God-head; when 
he became transfigur'd before Three 
of his Diſciples. What a marvellous 
Change was there on a ſudden, 1n the 
Appearance of CHRIST ; He who had 
ſo much Diſhonour thrown upon him, 
ſh:wed then ſome Glimpſcs ot his Glo- 


2 Pet 1.16 ry. St. Peter made known: the Power, 


and Majeſty of the Lord JESUS F; of 
which they were Witneſſes. Chriſt is 
the Licht of the World, and as, when 
He wou'd ſhew himſelf to be the Sox 
of Man, he appear d in the Likeneſs of ſin- 


Jul Fleſh; ſo when He wou'd appear as 


the Son of GOD, he appear d as Light; 
His Face (hon? as the Sun, his Raiment 
was white as the Light. Maſes's Face af- 
ter he had been converſant with GOD, 
had feme uncommon Brightneſs ; but 
nothing to be compar'd with CHRIST's, 
whoſe Face did ſhine as the Sun, and 
whoſe Body was ſo chang'd, and alter'd 
all over, that the. Brightneſs, or the 
Light darting forth from every Part, 


firuck thorough his Garments : By this he 


inew'd, that Majeſty, and Brightneſs, 
and Rays of Light were his own; and 
thar he cou'd put them on, and diſplay 
them when he pleas'd. 


| 
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GAD, the Holy Ghoſt, witneſſed to the 
Eternal Sonſhip, and Divinity of our Lord 
JES SNF; viz. in the miraculous, and 
aſtoniſhing Conception of his humane 


Nature. The Holy Ghoſt [hall come upon Luke 1.35. 


thie, and the Power of the Higheſt (hall 
overſhadow thee. It may ſeem ſtrange, 
that the Conception of CHRIST, as to 
his humane Nature, is aſcrib'd to the 
Influence of the Holy Ghoft, rather than 
of the Father; but we find, that the 
Work of Sanctification is in a peculiar 
Manner aſcrib'd to the Sprit of GOD ; 
and CHRIST being to derive his Body 
from the Subſtance of the Bleſſed Vir 
Lin's Body, it was abſolutely neceſſary, 
that by the foregoing Operation of the 
Spirit, he ſhou d ſanCtify thoſe Parts, and 
Portions of the Virgin's Body, out of 
which, by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt, 
the Humanity of CHRIST was to be 
form'd. 


AND moreover, the Conception of 
CHRIST is aſcrib'd to the Holy Ghoſt, 
and not unto the Farber, to diſtinguiſh 
this miraculous Conception of CHRIST's 
humane Body from his Eternal Genera- 
tion, as He is the Son of GOD ; as if it 
was deſignd, and intended to provent 

2 "=. 
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the Miſtakes of many; who wou'd have 
been apt to believe, that CHRIST was 


* no otherwiſe begotten by the Father, 


than as by his immediate Power and 
Influence, he was miraculouſly conceiv*d 
in the YVirgiz's Womb. His Conception, 
therefore, is thus peculiarly attributed 


to the Spirit, to diſtinguiſh it from that 


John 1.18 


Eternal Generation, Which belong'd to 
the Father; of Whom CARIST is ſaid 
to be the Onh - begotten. Which Words, 
The Only begotten of the Father, muſt have 
{ome Signification : They are not Air, 
a meer Sound of Letters, and Sylla- 
bles, that carry no Meaning ; only in- 
tended to amuſe the Ears, and Un- 
derſtanding of the Children of Men. 
And if they have any Signification, then 
they mult be deiign'd to convey to our 
Minds an Idea, or Notion of ſomething 
which we are capable of Receiving ; 


or elfe they are ſpoken in vain, and to 


no Purpoſe. And upon the moſt ſo- 
lemon, and impartial Exerciſe of our 
Thoughts upon them, tho* there be 
ſomething myſterious and inexplicable, 
even the Unigeniture here ſpoken of, yet 
there are other Things that are obvi- 
ous, and eaſily intelligible ; viz. That 
the Son is ſome way, or other, from the 
Father ; and that the Father, and the Son, 


* 
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as ſuch, are diſtinguiſhable one from 
another; and if 4 Son, 4 Begotten Son, 
and an Only Begotten Son, however di- 
ſtinguiſhable one from another, muſt 
yet partake of one, and the ſame Nature. 
And if he be from the Father, he muſt 
be ſo either arbitrarily, entirely de- 
pending upon the Father's Will, and 
might have been, or not have been, ac- 
cording to the Fathers Will : But when 
we are inform'd, that He is the Image of 
the inviſible GOD, the Expreſs Image of 
bis Perſon, the Only Begotten of the Fa- 
ther; this points us to apprehend, that 
He is of the Father neceſſarily; and 
tho' diſtinguiſhable from him, yer exiſts 
in the ſame Nature. 


DE CU Re ee EL 
Car 


SE HE Angels, and Saints in 
SS 3 bear Witneſs to the 
22 BY Trae, and Co- eternal Deity of 
3 CHRIST with the Father. 
The Angels of Heaven by their Teſti- 

mony 
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| mony concerning him, and by their 
Obedience to him, bore Witneſs of him 

before, and at his Incarnation. The An- 

gel Gabriel was ſent from GOD to the 

h 3 Virgin Mary with this Meſſage; Be- 
f hold ! thou ſhalt conceive in thy Womb, 
| and bring forth a Son, and ſhalt call his 
N Name JESUS: He ſhall be Great, and (hall 
| be called the Sau of the Higheſt ; and the 
Lord ſhall give to him the Throne of his 

Father David; and he ſhall reign over the 

Houſe of Jacob for ever, and of his King- 

dom there ſhall be no End, The Angel 

Mar. f z; deſcribes him by his Name JESUS, 4 
þ Saviour; and in another Place, EMMA- 
NUEL, God with us: For, therefore, 
he is God with us, becauſe he is 4 Sa- 
vigur; and therefore is he 4 Saviour, be- 

| cauſe he is God with us. He gives us 
| an Account of his Perſon, that He ſhould 
be Great, and the Son of the Higheſt ; and 

for his Kingdom and Government, it 
ſhou'd be extenſive, and everlaſting. 
When he was born, Notice was giv'n 

of it to the Jewiſh Shepherds by an An- 

Luke z ic, gel: The Angel ſaid unto them, Fear not: 


11. For behold! I bring you glad Tidings of 


| \ great Joy, which ſhall be to all People : For 
| | unte you is born this Day, in the City of 
| David, 4 Saviour, which is CHRIST the 
| Lord. JESUS is the CHRIST, he » 

„ 
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the Lord, the Lord of all ; and will only 
be a Saviour unto thoſe who accept him 
for their Lord. This folemn Publication 
was follow d by a Multitude of the hea- 
venly Hoſts with their Doxology to GOD, 
and Congratulatory Salutations to this 
lower World. Glory to GOD in the High- Lukc. 14. 


eff, on Earth Peace; Good Will towards 
/ 


AFTER His Reſurretion : As by it 
He was declar'd to be the Son of God with 
Power ; ſo when he was riſen, the An- 
gels ſpake on this wiſe concerning him 
to his Diſciples ; Why ſeek ye the living 
among the dead? He is not here, but ts 
riſen. They witneſſed of him, that he 
liveth ; he is gone from the Grave, from 


Rom. 1. 4. 


. under the Power of Death, to return no 


more : He has done his Work, made 
Satisfaction, and is gone forth as a Con- 
queror; of which, they that declar'd it, 
were competent Witneſſes; but tor the 
further Satisfaction of his Diſciples, they 
refer them to his own Words. The Soz Luke 24. 


of Man muſt be deliver'd into the Hands 


of ſinful Men, and be crucifyd, and the 
third Day riſe again; and they remember'd 
bis Words. 


WHEN He aſcended into Heaven, two 


Angels 


I 
1 
' 
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AGs 1.10, Angels ſtood by his Diſciples in white Ap- 

''*  parel, and ſaid to them, Te Men of Ga- 
lilee, why ſtand ye gazing up into Heaven? 
This ſame JESUS ſhall ſo come in like man- 

Pfal. 47.5- er, God ts gone up with a Shaut, the 

1 Theſſal. Lord with the Sound of a Trumpet. The 

4-15 Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from Heaven 
with a Shout, with the Voite of the Arch- 
Angel, and with the Trump of God, to raiſe 
the dead : To change ſuch as ſhall be found 

Jude 15. alive; and to execute Judgment upon all, 
A Poſt too high, and a Work too difh- 
cult for a created Being. 


AND as Angels were Witneſſes for 


him in the World, ſo they were duti- 
fully obedient, and ſubject to him: 
They waited upon his Perſon, when 
Mat. g. 51. he had been ſtrongly tempted. The 
Luke zz. Devil left bim, and Angels came, and 
on miniſter'd to him. They waited upon 
Naas jn his Agony; And When. he ſhall come 
in his Glory, all his holy Angels ſhall come 
with him. For his fake they reſpect 
his Members: Toung Ones; Their An- 
Vat. 8. 10 gels do always behold the Face of their 
Father in Heaven, to receive his Or- 
ders what to do for their Good: Adult; 
Pla. 34. 7. The Angel of the Lord encampeth round 
about them that fear him. Whilſt the 
Heb. i. ult. Saints are here, The Angels are miniſtring 


Spirits 
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Spirit; ſent forth to miniſter for them: 


1 


And at Death, when they depart from 


this World, they'll do them the Ho- 
nour to convoy their Spirits to their Luke 16. 
Place of Reſt, and Happineſs : And ** 


at the Laff Jude ment; When the Day 


of Recompence [hall come, 'ris Angels Nath. 25. 
will gather together hi. lect trem the **© 
four nds, from one Ena of Heaven to 

tie other. | 


MOREOVER, we read of Bling, p.y.; ix. 
and Honour, and Glory, and Po er aſcribed 
unto him, that ſitteth upon the Throne, 
and to the Lamb for ever, by: every Crea- 
ture in Heavey, CHRIS LTI was mani. 
teſtly the Object of their Worſhip, for 
He is the Lamb that ſitteth upon the 
Throne: Ard the Worſhip tha: was paid 
was gencral, By very Creature that was 
found there ; even Angels, and Souls from 
the lower World, whom CHRIST bad 
reaeem'a unto G00, and taken into the 
Preſence of his Glory; giv'n to the Lamb 
in the fame Manner as /e Father : 
Tis their conſtant Employ mean: ; it will 
be a Work of Perpetuity, which will en- 
dure tor ever, and cver. 
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| 

| FC EIEZPOSTATE Angels bear Wit- 

0 . neſ; to the True Deity of 

| > 4 C775 our Lord JESUS CHRIST, 

| wn ugh and that tao Ways: Ac- 
ie 75 and P. ſſrocly. By 


By their Cenfeſſian, or De- 
claratica of Hi; and by their Sabjiection 
ta Fit, and ito bus Autburit). 


te Adio: Dy their Conſtſron, or Ve- 
r claration of Hun. The Devils knew 
him; knew IIat be was, and II ze 
NI f.;, Pas ; that Fle was CHRIST, we Hel, 
Luc 4.4. Oe of GD, The Certainty of tuch | 
| Beings diſtinc from Men { whom the N 
Acagc hes. Scriprure calls Levils, Unciean Spirits) 
I take for granted; who, in our Savi- 
I our's Time, had greater rower, and 
= gave more Diſturbance by Poſſcfſions, 
| end ot herwiſe, to Mankind, than ſince 
+ his Aſcenſion to Glory; chat they were 
1 more than human Creatures, affected 
it with particular, uncommon, and ſtrange 
4} Duorders, appcars from the Knowledge 
which they diſcover'd; they revcafd 
1 , Se- 


| 
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Secrets, and foretold Things to come. 


The poſſeſs'd Damſel, by theſe Means, As 16.16 
brought her Maſters much Gain, That 

theſe confeſsd CHRIST was undoubted , 
Fact, I know thee, who Thou art; tbe 


holy One of God : Thou art the Son _of . 
Go. What have we to do with thee, Je- Mit. 3.29. 


— ————_— 


ſas, thou Son of God? And left they 


ſhou'd be ſuppos'd to ſpeak of any other 
Perſon, they deſcrib'd whom they meant 
by the Place of his Habitation; 55 Vuat lu, 
uke 4.84 

have we to do with thee, Thou Jeſus of — 
Nazareth ? I kzow thee, who tion art, the | 
Holy One of God. And as if they wou'd 
_— univerſal Proclamation of the Mat- 

„ Thoſe that came out of mary united 
in * Teſtimony, ching ont, and ſy- 
ing, Thoa art Chriſt, the Sau of Gd, 
The Power that (IRIS / excrcisd over 
them himſelf, and wich he gave to his 
Diſciples; by Which they were com— 
manded out at a Word's ſpeaking, ſill'd 
the Age with Surprize and AmazemenT, 
and drew from eit a juſt Acknow ledg- 
ment of his Divine Authority. 


Obj. 1. But it may be 0 fed, If tho 
Devils knew, and teſtify'd to the True, 
and Co- eternal Deity of our Lord JE EUS 
CHRIST ; what Occaſion was ” to 
put them to Silence? CHRIST com- 

K 2 manded 
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Lake 4. 


34, 45 


Mark t. 


manded the ancleas Devil to hold his 
Peace, even, when he declar'd, I know 
thee, wno Ion art; the Holy One of God. 
It ſeems to be a {range Reaſon giv'n 


Mark 1.24 by the Evangeliſt, He ſaſſer'd not the 


Bel to ſpeal, becauſe they knew him. 
He ſtopp d them with Rebute, and charg'd 


Mark 3-12 fen that they [hind no: make him kay. 


Es N. 5. 


Was he willing to conceal himſelf from 
the World? Was jt coniiſtent with 
the Deſian he had undertaken, that 
Mankind ſhau'd be ignorant, and at a 
Lofs, 11%, ard What he was ? No, na, 


his Diſciples were to preach CHRIST 


to the World. Ve preach not ourſelues, 


2 Cor. 45. t CHRIST JESUS, the Lord. 


Anſy, CHRIST did not reſtrain 
them, and put them to Silence, becauſe 
their Tettimony was falſe; the Father 
F Lies may ſometimes publiſh, and de- 
clare the Truth: But becauſe they had 
an ill Intention, and Deſign, which our 
Saviour ſ thorough. He wou d not let 
2 iay , that 1 key knew him to be 

CiiRiSL: foric was not Applauſe, and 
Fane, that he aim'd ac in the Has that 
he wrought. TLWas lightly probable, that 
their Tekin guy wou'd rather prejudice 
his Doc: ne and interelt, than promote 
it; the LHariſces might then have had 
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more Colour for their Charge When 
our Saviour had wrought a Miracle, 
which they cou'd not gainſay, the Mat- 


ter of FaQ being as plain, as that the 


Sun ſhines at Noon day, they endea- 
vour'd to take off the Power, and Force 
of it, by ſuggeſting, that the Devil was 
not caſt out, but in Purſuance of an 
antecedent Contrect between CHRIST, 
and the Prince, or Chief of them, that 
they woluntarity gave back, and retiz”c!, to 
ſerve their own Purpoſe, and impoſe upon 
the World; and thas there might not 
be the leaſt Shadow, or Colour for any 
ſuch Notion, He charg d them, tho' they 
knew him, yet they ſhoud aut mike him 
know. ' 


Obj. 2. Bat it may be abj.cted, Dot! 
not the Devil ſpeal doubtfully concern- 
ing © Saviour's Divine Filiation? when 
he ns / hon be the Son of Goa, com- 
mana tat theſe Stones be made bread, 


Anſw, This was not an Ir of Doubt- 
ing, as the fore-· quoted Places, and De- 
clarations witnets; but a For of Speech 
us'd, the better to conceal the Temp- 
tation. (t.) He tempts our Saviour to 
queſtion his Sg. ip, as God man, and 
Mediator : If Thou be the Son of Cod. 


J. a. 


Mat. 12 22 


kat. 4+ 


Mart. z. ult 
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7. 4. Twas, indeed, fo faid by 4 


© Voice from Heaven ; but it muſt be a 5 
Miſtake: Such Straits, and Diſtreſſes, 
© muſt neceſſarily. be inconſiſtent with. j 


© ſuch a Relation. If God was thy Fa- 
© ther, he wou'd make better Proviſion 
for thee, than ſo; when all the Beats 
«© of the Foreſts are his, aud the Cattle up- 
© 0a a thouſand Hills; and he provid2s 
for them. (2.) He tempts him to make 
uſe of this Occaſion to prove it, Which 
was altogether unneceſſary, and had no 
Warrant from GOD. (3.) To diſtruſt 
GOD's Providence : He takes a very 4 
proper Seaſon for it, and introduces his j 
Temptation with much Plauſibility. 


2. THE Devils teſtify'd to the Deity 
of JES&S CHRIST Paſfreely ; by a Sub- 
jection to Him, and his Authority. He, 
that had Power over Boaily Diſcaſas to re- 
move them at Fleafure, and cou'd can 
ö the Minds, and th: Seas, when moſt tem- 


0 peſtuous, had the Powers of Darkneſs ſub- 
* Nat. 4. g. Ct to him. For He diſpoſſeſs dt hein, and 
Mi Mar.8.1c caſt them out: He healed tnvje that were poſe 


4 ſeſed with Devils, He did it by a Word: 
14 Tube 4-35 Come out of lim. When the Work was 
If Wants. too hard for his Diſciples ; I br2nght 
"1 him to thy Diſciples, aud they conid not 4 
| :; dell ver the Child: Bat hz rebabed the un- ; 
| 
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clean Spirit, ſaying, Thou dumb, and deaf 
Spirit, I charge thee come out of him. He 
kept them from Re-poſſeſſhon : Come Mark 9.25 
out, and enter no more. Entrance into 

the Swine was by his Permiſſien; which 
poſſibly was granted, (1.) To convince 

the Sadduces of the Age, that there were cas 
Angels, or Spirits, Or, (2.) To puniſh *' 

the Gadarens for their Unbelief and Con- 

tempt of CHRIST ; who prefer'd their 

Swine before him. CHRIST had Power 

over them, to encreaſe their Torment; 


this theit own Words import: There . +» 


wil! be a Time, when they will be more tor- 

mented than they are now: And when that 

Time comes, CHRIST will execute Judg- 

ment upon them; therefore was his Pre- 

lence terrible. They were ſubje& to 

others thro' his Authority; The Devils Luk.io.17 
are ſubject to us thro thy Name. Paul 
commanded the Spirit of Divinat ion to A. 16.18. 
come out of the Damſel, in the Name of 
TESTS ; and ſucceeded, 


AND all this was done in an Au- 
thoritative Way, bY his own Power, 
without the leaſt Appearance of Power 
delegated ; which thoſe angry, mali- 
cious Spirits wou'd gladly have diſcc- 
ver'd, and improv'd to the Leſſening of 
CHRIST's Character; confidering how 
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Miri 9.26 


unwillingly they were caſt forth; what Vexa- 
tion they were in upon it; and what 
Cruelty they exercis'd upon the Bodies 
before they quitted Poſſeſſion; Teariag 
one, and Renading another, and Leaving 
them half dead. 


E Apoſties, and Diſciples 
S er JESUS CHRIST, in 


SER) BL whom, and by whom, he 
e laid the Foundation of lis 
A Church, and Kingdom in 

the World, were ſtrong 
Witgeſſes of his Trae, and Proper D 
diuity. Concerning theſ: Perlons we 
may truly remark from the Teſtimony 
of the Hol Goſpel, in Order to ſtrengthen 
their Evidence, that as They were pecu- 
larly converſant with CHRIS7 himſelf; 
ſo th:y had Opportunity of knowing 


much more than others. He ordained 


Telve, that they ſHau'd be with him: Not 


only in his Publick Miuiſtration, and 
Per- 
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to inſtruct, and teach the World in the 
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Performances, but in his Private Con- 
verſation; by Virtue of which they 
heard, and ſaw much more than Others; 


11 


and what They declar d was what they had 


ſeen, . and Heard. 1John 1.3. 
THEY were commiſſioned, and ſent 


Doctrines of Grace and Salvation; and 

what a Reflection muſt it have been up- 

on themſelves, and their Authorizer, to 
impoſe Faiſhoods upon their Hearers, 

and direct them to the Faith, and Wor- 

ſhip of a meer Creature, inſtead of the 

Only Living, and True GOD : Yea, they 
ſpake, and wrote under the inſpiring 
Influences of the Holy Gholt ; and there- 

fore, muſt ſpeak forth the Words of, Trath Act 2. 4. 
and Soberneſs : They ſpake as the Spirit gave  , 
them Utterance. CHRIST reveaPd the ro. 
great Things of the Goſpel ; even the Things Eph. 3. 3. 
which GOD had prepar'd for them that love 

him ; Firſt by his Spirit to his Apoſtles, 

and then by them unto the World. 


IIS highly improbable, and next to 
impoſſible, that they ſhou'd unite, and 
combine together to deceive the World, 
by Impoſing upon their Minds in any 
Matter; but eſpecially, of ſuch Impor- 
tance as is the Deity of CHRIST. We 

L have 
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Rom. 10. 
20. 


John 6.67 


have no manner of bad Character con- 
cerning them by the Sacred Hiſtorians, 
or Eccleſiaſtical Writers; they appear d 
to be very honeſt Men; they. made it 
their Buſineſs (as far as we can learn) 
to do Good; they {eal'd their Doctrines 
with Sufferings, and their own Blood. 


AND theſe Perſons we find (r.) did 
fully believe the Doctrine of CHRIST's 
Divinity; (2.) did freely acknowledge, and 
own it; (3.) did zndaſtrioufly ſpread, and 
inculcate it. Heart and Mouth agreed, 
and went together. For ith the Heart 
they believed unto Riehteouſneſs, and with 
the Mouth made Confeſſiun to Salvation, 


1. THEY fally beliewd the True and 
Proper Diviaity of their Lord, and Ma- 
fer. CHRIST put a trying Queſtion 
to the Twelve, upon ſeveral of his Diſ- 
ciples Turning off, and Withdrawing 
from him: Will ze a/ſo go away? Will 
© you take Pattern by thoſe that are 
gone? Some to their Farms, and o- 


© thcrs to their Merchandize, Is it worth 


© your While, and will it not quit Coſt 
to continue with me? Have you made 


© your fixed Choice? and Are you come 


© to a Point in the Matter: Unro 


which St. Peter reply'd in the Name of 


the 
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the reſt, To whom ſball me go? In which 
Reply, he not only ſets forth the Folly 
of Apoſtates ; who, let them go where 
they wou'd, cou'd go no where to bet- 
ter themſelves ; but alſo the true Wiſ- 
dom of ſuch as kept with him, and ad- 
her'd to him : They might promiſe 
themſelves great Advantage by him , 
Thou haſt the Words of Eternal Life ; and 
had alſo full Satisfaction in him, We be- 
lieve, and are ſure, that Thou art that 
CHRIST, the Son of the Living GOD. 
43. d. Thou art CHRIST, the Lord's 
* Amointed in a peculiar Manner; That 
* CHRDIT, who was promis'd of Old, 
© and long expected, to work out Re- 
* demption for fallen Creatures; CHRIST), 
© the Son of the Living GOD, in the 
* True, and Proper Senſe of the Words; 
and we believe it, we firmly, and ſteadily 
believe it, without Heſitation, Suſpi- 
cion, or any Doubtfulneſs, or Scruple 
in the leaſt: Yea, we not only believe 
it, but we know it; our Faith is riſen 
to Aſſurance, bong founded in Expe- 
rience: We feel ſuch extraordinary 
Operations of Thee upon our Souls for 
our Illumination, and Sanctification ; 
© We are greatly 
* feeling Senſe of thy Power and Goo1- 
* neſs, to adventure our Souls upon 

Fes L 2 * Thee, 
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John 11. 
27. 


John 0, 


* Thee, as Knowing in whom ne have be» 
© lied; and, therefore, We believe, and 
© are ſure, and will by no Sophiſtry be 
© reaſon'd out of it, that Thom art That 
© Chriſt, the Son of the Living God. 
Uato which I ſubjoin the Teſtimony of 
Martha, I believe that Thoa art the Chriſt, 
the Son of God; which ſbou'd come into 
the World. And of the Man in the Goſpel, 
who was born blind, and reſtor d to Sight 
by our Saviour. After his Excommu- 
nication by the Jews, our Lord met him, 
and enters into a ſerious Conference with 
him; Doſt thou believe on the Sou of God? 


5 te 5. 3. d. Doſt thou believe the Hea- 


« venly Promiſes concerning the Son 
© of God? Doſt thou expect, and wait 
for his Coming? Art thou ready to 
receive, and embrace him, upon his 
© being made known to thee ? ? This 
provok'd Solicitouſneſs, and begat an 
Enquiring Diſpoſition, attended with a 
profeſs'd For wardneſs to receive him; 
yea, he actually believd in him, upon 
CHRIS T's Manifeſtation of himſelf to 
him, diſcovering the Truth of his Faith 
by his Religious Worſhip of him, which 
was entertain'd by CHRIST without 


any Symptoms of Refuſal, or Endea- 


vours us'd, to convince him that he 
was in an Error, and directed his 
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ms, and Worſhip, to a wrong Ob- | 


2. THEY did freely acknowledge, and 
own the True, and Proper Divinity of 
our Lord JESUS CHRIST ; as appears 
from that Portion of Scripture, where 


St. Peter again, in the Name of the Mat. 16.16 


reſt, made Anſwer to our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour. The material Queſtion, Bat 
whom ſay ye , that I am was intro- 
duc'd by this, Whom do Men ſay, that 
I am ? Unto which, as many as pleas'd, 
made Reply, reporting according to 
what they had ſeverally heard. But 
unto the main Queſtion, Simon Peter 
alone anſwer'd for himſelf, and the 
reſt; Thou art CHRIST, the Son of 
the Living God. Omitting the various 
Speculations, why St. Peter, rather 
than any other, took u him to 
ſpeak for all the Apoſtles, which is 
not of much Moment to Edification ; 
we mult take Notice, Before whom this 
Confeſſion was made; By whom ; To whom ; 
The Matter confeſs'd, or acknowleag'4 ; 
and the Approbation of it made by 


_ CHRIST. 


(r.) BEFORE whom this Confeſſion was 
made. It was not done privately, in a 
Sous Cor- 


— 
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Corner, like the Conference between 
Jeb. beg. CHRIST, and Nicademus, but in the - 
Preſence and Hearing of the reſt of the | 
Apoftles; that in Caſe any of them had 
diſſented, and thought otherwiſe, they 
might have ſpoken their Minds : Bur 
their general Silence was a Token of 
their general Aſſent. 


(2.) BY whom it was made, By St. 
Peter, a Diſciple, and an Apoſtle of 
fl CHRIST, who was called one of the 
if firſt, and had as much Opportunity as 
W any to be acquainted with CHRIST ; 
| having heard his Doctrine, ſeen his 
Miracles, been an Eye-witneſs of his 
| Converſation, and holy Life ; yea, was 
i one of the Three of CHRIST's pecu- 
| | liar Favourites, who poſſibly * 
| cel many of the reſt, in Spiritual Gifts, 

and Graces. W N 
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| (3.) TO whom it was made, To 
| CHRIST himſelf; who knew what was 
= in Man, and with what Frame of 
| Heart, and Meaning of Spirit, thole - 
f | Words were utter'd ; Who knew what 
{ was Truth, and directed them into the 
Knowledge, and Way of it; and wood 
| undoubtedly have reQify'd their Mi- | 
2 flake 
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1 © flake, and inform'd them better, if they 
> © had ſpoken erroneouſly. 

1 (4) CONSIDER the Confeſſion ir- 
= ſelf. Thoa art Chrift, the Son of the 
Livin GOD; very ſtrong, and full, 
f and ſignificant Words: Thou art Chriſt. 


q. d. Not Jobn the Baptiſt, nor Eli- 

' © as, nor Jeremias, nor one of the Pro- 

pets; but the CHRIST, the 

© Promiſed Meſſiah, and Saviour : And 

f ' © tho? now vaild with a Cloud of 
© | © Fleſh, that the Glory of thy Per- 

© ſon is eclips'd, yet we ſee thorough 

it, and own Thee to be the Son of 
© the Living GOD; partaking of the 

« fame Nature with him (as a Son 
« partakes of the ſame Nature with the 

Father) and fo becoming capable of 

© being 4 Redeemer, and Saviour to the 

| Th World, 
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(5) The Notice, and Approbation 
3 = by CHRIST. The Benelictiol 
as beſtow'd upon Peter was a Proof of it: 
of Bleſſed art thou, q. d. Thou art a 
le = © happy Man, thy Knowledge came 
at * from Heaven: It was not Fleſh, and 
he  * Blood, but my Father, which reveaPd 
od Ibis anto thee: And I ſay unto thee, 
li- \ Hon art Peter. Thy Name is Rock ; 

| 1 and 


2 4. 
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and IT ſhall beſtow many Privileges 
© upon thee, and make much Uſe of 
© thee in my Spiritual Kingdom : But 
non this Rock, this Confeſſion thou 
© haſt made, this heav'nly Truth, will 
© I baild my Church; and the Gates of 
© Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. It 
© may be attack'd, and aſſaulted, but it 
© ſhall never be deſtroy'd; the Wiſe 
* Men of the World may ſet themſelves 
© to break-up this Foundation, to over= _ 
; throw this Principle, that I am Chriſt, 
it © the Son of the Living GOD , but they 
0 © will imagine, and attempt 4 vain 
" Thing; for all the Power, and Policy 
Fe of Hell, ſhall not be able to prevail 4 


© gainſt it. 


| 

| 3. THEY did induſtriouſly ſpread, 
if 1Cor.t.2; and inculcate it. Ve preach Chriſt cra- 

| 

| 
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cifyd, tho* to ſuch as reject him, he 
may prove a Stumbling Block, and ap- 
uf pear as Fooliſhneſs ; yet to them that 
ll | are effectually called by his Grace, He 
9 is CHRIST, he Power of God, and the 
Wiſdom of God. St. John in his Goſpel 
10 John t. i, publiſheth to the World, that Is the 
N 18 Beginning was the Word ; and that God 


i was the Word; and that the Word mas 

i! made Fleſh. And St. Paul tells us, that 

0 God was manifeſt in the Fleſß. The Scrip- } | 
ture- 
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ture Doctrine is, that CHRIST is Ahh . . . 
and Omega; the Firſt, and the liſt; the 
Beginning, and the End ; that 1 is K * 
of Rings, and Lord F Lards; . Bleſs rie . 
ſed, and Only Potentate, who only 7250 I 14, 16. 
mortality; and wvolleth in that Li 
which no Man can appionc's unto : Whom 
ano Man hath ſea, nur can ſe That our 
Saviour is the Gre: God, that he was _ 
the Lord of Glory ; witch, had the Princes 3 8 2 


* 


* ad 
oof OB bra ee 
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; of this W Sb known, they woulda not hang. 885 
"3 craciſyd him; that He had a Glory du 
rhe Farber before the World mas ; the He Ins. 
a was rich, yer for our fakes h. became po, ; Cor. 2. 3. 
4 that thro his Poverty we might be made 
8 rich. He was Eu manu. 47 God with us, iſ 
But let us particularly conſider the Le- N 
| ſtimony of St. Paul, in two of his Epi- 
2 ſtles, who ſpake by Inſpiration of the 
4 Holy Ghoſt, and deſign d bh Words not 
& only for the Benefit of thoſe Ch urches, 
to whom they were Immediately in- 
5 ſcrib'd; but for the Church in general 
2 to the Eid of Time. One is the De- 


1 * ſcription given, in the Epiſtle to the Ri- 
e mans, of our Lord JESUS CHE 15 


* who being of the Jewiſh Race accgr dias hem. 9. 6. 
| to the Fliſh, is declar'd alto to be GOD | 
. over all, Bleſſed for ever, amen. lo che 


| into the true Senſe of theſe Word I 
WP 1 know of no better way, than (10 72 
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conſider them carefully in themſelves, and 
in their proper Signification ; (2.) To exa- 
mine them in their Relation to the Con- 


text; and then (3.) To compare them with 


other Texts of Scripture , where the like 
Wordr are us d. 


(t.) TO conſider them in themſelves. 
Who ts over all, GOD bleſſed for ever, 
Amen. 


1. IN this Character, St. Paul affirms 
CHRIST to be GOD: Which Word 
gives a Notion of the Higheſt, and moſt 
Excellent Being. GOD ſtands oppos'd to 
SN Creature, Ia GOD, and there is none 
— 46. 9. elſe ; Beſiaes me, I know not any; There « 
— 43-10. nonelike Me. Before Me, there was no GOD 

formed ; neither ſhall there be any after Me. 
By this Word 60D, I therefore un- 
derſtand. an abſolutely perfect Being, 
who comprehends all Being, and all 


Excellency in himſelf. 


2. GOD bleſſed for ever. This would 
be ſuch a Compliment, if givin to a 
deriv*d Being,' as muſt give Umbrage 


> Scb tht let 


to. the Un- originated Being. What : 


higher Title cou'd be giv'n to himſelf ? 
This 
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This, certainly, muſt belong to the Moſt 
High; we have no Footſteps of its be- 
ing appropriated to any other. It is 
obſerv'd by the Learned, that 't was 
cuſtomary with the Jews, after they 
had mention'd the Name of GOD, from 
a profound Reverence of his Divine 
Excellency, to ſubjoin Bleſſed for ever. 


— 


When the High Prieſt had our Savi- mark 14. 
our under Examination, he ask'd him, 64. 


Art thou the CHRIST, the Son of the 
Bleſſed ? And 'tis worth obſerving, that 
when the Bleſſedneſs of GOD, (i. e. 
the Perfections of his Nature) as re- 
ſpecting himſelf, and his own Being, 
is mention'd in Scripture, there is a par- 
ticular Word us'd, which denotes an 
Intriafick Happineſs: But when the Ble/- 
ſeaneſs of GOD is ſpoken of, as reſpect- 
ing his Creatures, and requiring Ho- 
mage to be paid him upon the Account 
of his Exalted Glory, then another Term 
is brought in to ſignify more particu. 
larly the Reverence he receives from his 
Creatures, as you may obſerve in this 
Place of St. Paul; where the Word 


5 Bleſſed in the Original muſt imply Mor- 


Worſhip , being deriv'd from a Verb, 
which ſignifies to ſpeak well of, to praiſe, 
to aſcribe Thanks to, &c. Which, in 
my Judgment, makes ſtrongly for our 
_— Sar 


r Tim. 1. 


It. 
———_—— 6.19. 


uanuapiog. 


705. 


ER 


84 IESs CuRIs r, 


— —ñ Ht — . — 


Stviour's Divinity ; being here fo ex- 
pbeily apply'd to him. 


— 


. 1 HD is over all. GOD, &c. What 
1 cau . Meaning of theſe Words be, 
4 but to denote h's Supremacy? To (e 
1 over all, is to have all Beings and Mat- 
| ters under him, abfolutely in his Hand, 
l a-d at Ins I? :ifpoſal : ; Which imports no- 
thing lels than the Highest, and mf ; 
ebiotate Soderelę 1277; Unt all which is 
added Amen: Which I take to be tne 
Apoitic's hearty Concurren ce in the 
'PFetttmony he had gir'n concerning 
CHRIST; his earneſt Defire of ſpread- 
ing the Faith, and the firm Belief, that 
1 a5 bre, his RKinglom would e- 
create, and in his own Time, Al Na- 


5 770425 Ul be / ab jues 20 him. 
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2.) LET vs fcarch for the true 
wing of this Character, by having 


ll 2 "abs R-24ara t the Context; from 
| Wuich I make theſe tew Remarks. 


i r. THAT the immediate Conjunc- 
0 tion of them with what goes before, 
9 ſhews they belong to CHRIST. The 
| Word Cams | is in! erte d by the Tranſla- 
vi tors, to make the Senſe the more ob- 
vious, 
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vious, and eaſy, to ſuch as are igno- 
rant of the Original. | 


2. THE Reſtriction fo particularly 
made concerning the Fiſh, evidently 
ſuppoſes azot her Nature; without which, 
thoſe Words would have been unne- 
ceſſary, and impertinent, *Twas at- 
tended with ſuck a particular, and ex- 
preſs Diltin&ion, as concludes him to be 
ſomewhat more than that Humanity he 
receiv'd from his Mother; and leſt we 
ſhould be left in the dark about what 
it was, he declares, that He was 600 


over all; the Supreme Being, who go- 
vern'd all Things. 


3. THE Apoſtle St. Paul having ex- 
preſs'd the Vehemency of his Affection 
towaids his Brethren, bis Kijnſmen ac- 


cording to the Fleſh, and Concern for 


their true Welfare and Happineſs ; that 
he would willingly fall under all the 
Puniſhments of an excommunicated State 
2nd having alſo repreſented in Particu- 
lars, the Privileges that belong'd to 
them, as GOD's Pecaliar People ; he 
ſubjoins this Declaration concerning 
CHRIST, that He was over all, GOD 
bleſſed for ever; thereby intimating, 2 

tho? 


— 
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i! tho' he was of their Race according to 
| the Fleſh, yet he was infinitely ſupe- 
rior to them, being over all, GOD bleſ- 
ſed for ever: And conſequently, moſt 
worthy of Belief, and Entertainment, 
and a firm Truſt for Eternal Life. 


| N (3.) LET us compare thoſe Words in 
| the Text, with other Texts of Scripture, 
1 where thoſe, or the like Words are asd. 
j Somewhat like it are the Words of the 
Prophet Daniel, in his Prayer of Thank/- 
giving, for the Diſcovery of the Secret 
Dan. 2. 20. of Nebachadnezzar's Dream. Bleſſed be 
the Name of GOD for ever, and ever: 
Intimating that the Adoration , and 
Praiſe, and Bleſſing of all rational, and 
intelligent Creatures, is, and will be, 
for ever due to him, Who is conſequent- 
ly, over all, and GOD alone. The Apo- 
ſtle St. Paul appealing to GOD, Who 
Lnomethi all Things, concerning his great 
Sufferings, and Services for the Chri- 
ſtian Church, and Goſpel, ſtiles him, 
z Cor. 11. The God, and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
31. Chriſt, which is bleſſed for ever more. An 
Expreſſion of the higheſt Honour, and 
Importing what I ſaid before; and is 
equslly applicable to our Lord JESUS 
CHRIST, as to God the Father: And 
conſequently, a Proot of the God-head 
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of the One, as well as the Other. But 
again, the ſame Apoſtle bringing a 
barge of Idolatry againſt he Gentile 
World, for Serving the Creature more 
than, or beſides the Creator, diſtinguiſhes 
the Creator, the True, and Only Object 
of Religious Worſhip, from all pre- 


tended Deities, or falſe Objects of Wor- 


ſhip, by this Title, or Character, Goa 
bleſſed for ever. 


UPON which, I note, 

1. THAT the Apoſtle, who beſt 
knew his own Meaning, gives this 
Title of God bleſſed fer ever, to the Su- 
preme GOD, the Only Object of Wor- 
ſhip (oppos'd to the Creature, under 
whatſoever Form, or Denomination ) 


— 


in one Place; and to our Lord FESUS Rom. 1. 


CHRIST as fully in another Place ; by of 


which he repreſents :he San to be GOD, 
the Creator, the Object of Religious 
Worthip, in Oppoſition to every crea- 


: ted Being, truly, and equally with the 
T role — Yz equaily | 


2. I Note, That the Apoſtle, by this 
Title of God bleſſed for ever, muſt in- 


tend the Supream GOD, or be gives 


the Gentile Philoſophers an Handle a- 
gainſt him, and a fair Opportunity to 


Over- 


9. 5. 
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overthrow his Argument, and juſtify 
their own Practice. Their deceaſed He- 
roes, ſuch as had been Bencfactors to 
Mankind, were invocated, and religi © 
ouſly apply'd to by the G-atile World. 
This the Apoſtle calls Changing the Truth 
of God into a Lye; a Worſhippinz, and 
Serving the Creature with, or beſides, 
the Creator. 


— 


r 3 8 
. Is ils . 3 ods. oy . * \ 


WHEREFORE, If Religious Wor- 
ſhip might be giv'n to a Being bear- 
ft ing this Title, who was diltinct from 
1. GOD, and ſubordinate to Him; whar 
Character muſt the Object of Worſhip 
be known by ? And why is Creature- 
15 Worſhip a greater Crime in an Heathen, 
| than in a Chriſtian ? Can that be Ido- 
i latry in him, which is none in a Pro- 
| ſeſs'd Chriſtian ? If this Title be never 
. giv'n to a Creature, but always apply'd 
1 to the Moſt High GOD, as diſtinguiſh'd 
| from every created, ſubordinate Being ; 
1 why ſhou'd we think, that GOD woud 
{4 give his Glory to another? Let us 

own Him as thus reveal'd, as Thomas 
John zo. did, when he faw the Print of the 
* Nails, and the Hole in his Side; and 
fay, Ozr LORD, and Our GOD. 


Se. 
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St. Paul alſo in his Epiſtle to the Phi- 
lippians ſpeaks concerning CHRIST, 
7 * He being in the Form of, God thought 
it no” Robbery to be equal with God; but 
made himſelf of no Reputation, and took 
; | upon him the Form of a Servant, and was 
C 
4 
1 


Phil. 2. 6, 
7, 8. 


made in the Lileneſs of Alen; and being 
found in Faſhion as a Man, he humbled 
himſelf, and became obedient unto Death, 
even the Leath of the Croſs. For b:t- 
ter underftanding the Meaning, of the 
Apoſtle's Words, we ſhall obſerve 
the ſame Method as before; Firſt, To 
conſider them in themſelves ; Ther in 
Relation to the Context; and after. 
wards, enquire what Affinity they do 
bear to ſome other Parts, of Scripture ; 


from which we may receive farther 
Light. And, 


3 (r.) TO conſider them in themſelves. 
* Obſerve, . 

| 1. HERE are two Forms mention'd, 
undoubtedly diſtinct from one another; 
the Form of G O D, and the Form f 


4 Servant. 


2. CHRIS T's being in the Form of 
st. GOD was prior, and antecedent to 


his 


1 90 
11 
{ 


* 
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Mark 6. 3. 


John 1. f. 


his being in the Likeneſs of Men, and 
Form of a Servant; He was in the One, 
but. was made in the other; the One 
was liis Original, but the other he aſ- 
ſum'd. We know when He was made 
in the Likeneſs of ſinfal Men, even when 
the Fulneſs of Time was come, that God 
ſent forth his Son made of a Woman ;, and 
Ile took on him the Form of a Servant; 
When He ſubmitted to be brought up 
in ſuch a mean, and obſcure Manner ; 
and eſpecially, when he learnt the Car- 
penters Trade, and wrought at it as an 
Apprentice, or Journey-man. And as 
for his being in the Form of G O V, fo 
he was from the Beginning ; that 15, 
before any created Being was form'd; 
without Original of Nature as well as 
the Father. For in the Beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God; 
and GOD was the WORD. 


IIS eaſy to underſtand what is meant 
by his being in the Likeneſs of Men, and 
ia the Form of a Servant: viz. That He 
was 1raly Man, had a true Body, and a 
reaſonable Soul, as we, and other Men 
have; and that he was a mean, and 
comtemptible Man to all outward Ap- 
pearance, look'd more like a Servant, 
or Slave, than what He really was. 

YT And 


* _ 
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ficulty to come into the Knowledge of 
the other Phraſe of his being in the Form 
of God? Is it not fair and genuine to un- 
derſtand it of his being Trae God, as well 
as the other of his being Trae Man ? 
And ſuppoſing the Phraſe ſhould bear 
any other Senſe in Heathen Authors, 
muſt we go to them for the Meaning 
of the Holy Ghoſt ? Is not Scripture 
the belt Interpreter of itſelf ? And 
may we not plainly ſee (after what 
has been faid ) into the Meaning of 
CHRIS T's being ia the Form of GOD; 
viz, That it muſt ſignify his being 
TRUE GOD, and VERY GOD, when 
we read elſewhere, that He is the Imaze 


his Father's Glory, the expreſs Image of 


"C308. 


of the Invijitle GOD; the Brizhtneſs of . 
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And why ſhould it be ſo great a Dif. 


re, 


his Perſon ; that He was in the Father, Jn 14. 


and the Father in Him; that He was 
the Man, that was GOD's Fellow, againſt Zac. 1 3. 7. 


whom the Sword was to awaks, 


(2.) TO conſider them with Relation | 


to the Context, Where note, - 


1. THE Scope and Delign of the 
Apoſtle, which, I take to be to preſs 
the Members of FESUS CHRIST to 
Humility in their Spirits, agd lowly 
5 | N 2 Con- 


JESUS CnrisT, 


Condeſcenfſions in their Practice, and Be- 
haviour for the Good of Mankind; and 
eſpecially their Fellow - Chriſtians : In 
Lowlintſs of Mind each ſhould eſteem o- 
thers better thaw theinſelves, Profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity ſhould t only look on 
th ir own Things, bat aijo on the Things 
of others. 


2. HE makes Uſe of the Example 
of CHRIST, as a very powerful, and 
cogent Motive to promote his Deſign. 


let this Mind be in you, that was in 
CHRIST JESUS; He hath left us an 


Example, that we ſhould follow his Steps. 


When he had waſhed his Diſciples Feet, 
he tells them, Ye ſhould do, as I have 
dore. Te caught alſo to waſh one another”s 
iet; 2. e. to ſubmit to the loweſt Of- 
ces, for the Promoting of cach others 
intereſt and Weltare. 


}. AND that the Humility, and Con- 


. Gefcenfion of CHRIST might be the 


more effectual in the Example thereof 
to ſerve his Purpoſe, he ſets it forth 


in the moſt lively Parts and Circum- 


ſtances of it, deciaring what he was Ori- 
ozraliy, even the Son of GOD ; and what 
ne became fre-l;, and voluntarily for the 
Benefit of a fallen, and miſerable World. 

The 
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The Particulars which he mentions are, 


that CHRIST, who was tra, and eſ- 


ſentially GO D, appear'd much below 


his True Dignity. The Time of his 


Humiliation being come, he drew a 


Vail over his Glory : He did not only 
act the Part of an humbled Perſon, but 
freely ſtoop'd to a low, and abject State. 
For the Honour of GOD, and the Good 
of others, he ſuffer'd Death ; not dy- 
ing like other Men under fatal Nec.f- 
ſity, and the Sentence of GOD pro- 
nounc'd againſt Mankind; but in Com- 
pliance with ſome Law or Covenant, 
by which he engag'd himſelf to the 
Father: Which Conſideration ſhould 
diſpoſe his Followers to all Acts of 
Friendſhip, and Love one towards ano- 
ther; it being no Inſtance of Reſpect 
in them, if they lay down their Lives 
for one another, comparatively to the 
Love, and Condeſcenſion of CHRIST, 
in haying down his. 


(3.) WHAT Afinity do thoſe Words 
bear to any other Part of Scripture, that 
may any ways inſtruct us in their Meaning? 
To me they ſeem to refer to our firſt 
Parents, and the Manner of their Fall. 
Who being in the Form of GOD, thought 
it no Robbery to be equal with G O D. 


. 4. 


Jzsus CHRIST, 


— — — 


q. 4. Twas no Robbery in the Se- 
* cond Adam to be equal with G OD, 
© tho? he did not in his humbled State 
© appear with the Glory and Maje- 
« ſty, that belong d to him; yet he did 
© not unreaſonably, or wrongfully aſ- 
« pire, or aſſume to be Equal with GOD 
as our Firſt Parents did) for He 
© was in the Form of God; i. e. he was 
© Truly, and —_— GOD.” The 
Temptation offer'd to our firſt Parents, 
To eat the forbidden Fruit, was carry'd 
on with the Promiſe of Advantage ; 
and it was faid to them in particular, 
Te ſhall be as Gods. * You ſhall take 
* a larger Compaſs in the Exerciſe of 
your Minds, fee much farther into 
the Nature and Cauſes of Things, 
take infinite Pleaſure in the Work- 
* ings of your Contemplative Powers; 
© Tour Eyes ſhall be opened, and you ſhall 
* know Good and Evil: Yea, You ſhall 
be as GOD himſelf, without the 
Want of his Direction and Defence. 
* You ſhall be no longer dependent, 
but ſelf-ſufficient; no longer Subjects, 
© bur Sovereigns. This took, they | 
fell in with it, but moſt unreaſonably, } 
and wrongfully : *Twas the higheſt of 
Crimes to ſnatch at G O D's Supre- 
macy ; the greateſt Sacriledge to K... 
| im 
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Him of his Dominion, and Royalty. 
This prov'd fatal, and inſtead of being 
GODS, they became gailtiy, miſerable, 


and expos'd Creatures, to the great Diſ- 


pleaſure of GOD, and his juſt Puniſh- 
ment. But it was 20 Robbery in the 
Second Adam to be equal with GOD; 
becauſe he was ſo: He laid Claim to 
nothing, but what was his own, what 
he had a Right to : Had it been other- 
wiſe, he alſo had become guilty, and 
the Noble Deſign he was perſuing for 
the Redemption of the World had been 
quite marr'd, and proy'd abortive ; 
which, Bleſſed be GOD, we find ſuc- 
ceeded, was accepted of the Father, 
and rewarded in the Perſon of the Re- 
deemer : Whom GOD hath highly ex- 
alted, and giv'n him « IN ame above eve 
Name; that at the Name of JESUS exe- 
ry Kyee ſhould bow, of Things in Hea- 
ven, and Things in Earth, and Things 
under the Earth. 


St. John alſo, the Beloved Diſciple, 
(who lay in his Maſter's Boſom, and 
muſt know Who he was, as well as any 
one) has inſiſted as much upon the Di- 
vinity of our Saviour, and deliver'd 
himſelf with as clear, and ſtrong Ex. 


He 


preſſions, as any in the Canonical Books. 


906 JESUS CHRIS Tr, 
John 5.5. He tells us, that There are Three that 
bear Record in Heaven, the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Ghoſt ; and that theſe 
Three are One. The Chapter is begun 
with an Encomium of True Faith, ex- 
ercis'd upon the Sonſhip, or Divinity 
of JESUS CHRIST ; which the Apo- 
{tle tells us, is a ſure Evidence. of Re- 
generation, produces the Nobleſt Effects 
and Fruits, and obtains the moſt glo- 
rious Victories, and Conqueſts. And 
that he might maintain his Character 
of Faith, he turns to the Object of it, 
and ſhews, that it is well built; ſor 
TESUS is the CHRIST, the Son f GOD ; 
the Nature of his Work importing the 
—— 5. Excellency of his Perſon. This zs He 
that came by Water and Blooa, even JE- 
SOUS CHRIST; not by Water only, but 
Ly Water and Blood. 1. e. He came to 
fulfil the Types, and Ceremonies of the 
Law, to do all that was meant, and 
ſignify'd in the Old Teſtament by Wa- 
ter and Blood, He came to purify, and 
make Attonement, to effect the Jaſti- 
fication and Sauctiſication of guilty, de- 
filed Sinners ; of which the Holy Ghoſt, 
by his Giſts and Miracles, was an 
Abiding, and Unexceptionable Wit. 
nei3, Bur if it ſhould be objected, that 
the Teſtimony of a fingle Witneſs is 
| nor 
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not ſufficicot for the Eſtabliſhment of 
a Point of fo great Importance, the 


OO Ne 


Apoſtle ſubjoins, that there is Evidence 


enough tc confirm the Matrer. The 


Law requir'd in all Capital Cafes the 


Evidence of Two or Three Witneſſes ; Peut. 15. 


but we have here a double Trinal Te- 


ſtimony concerning CHRIST, that He 
is the Son of GOD ; Three in Heaven, 
and Three in Earth. The = „ by 
whole Influences and Graces the Goſpel 
becomes effectual to proſelyte Mankind 
to CHRIST ; the Water- Baptiſm, and 
the Divine Ordinances, by which the 


Work of Holineſs and Sanctiſication (un- 


der the Workings of the Spirit) is 
carry'd on; and the Blood, i. e. the 
Sufferings of the Martyrs, who ſhed 
their Blood for the Truth, and in the 
Cauſe of CHRDT. 


THERE are Three ia Heaven. The 
Father, by an audible Voice from Hea- 
ven at his Baptiſm, Transfiguration, &c. 
The Word, or the Son, who, tho' the 
Candidate, or Perſon in Diſpute, yet 
the Matter being purely divine, and de- 
pending upon the Teſtimony of GOD, 
is admitted to give Evidence of himſelt, 


Go 


as he did by his Codrine and Miracles. John 3.34 


And the Hoh Ghoſt, by filling his hu- 
0 man 


- 
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port, that t 


man Nature above Meaſure, 1 
upon him in the Likeneſs of 4 e at 
his Baptiſm ; coming down upen his Apo- 
ſtles, according to his Promiſe, at Pente- 
colt, in the Appearance of fiery cloven 
Tongues. 


Note here, | 

1. THAT theſe Heavenly Witneſſes 
are {aid to be Ozc; which muſt im- 
are niore than One in 
Teitimony : viz. One in Nature, or 
elſe it might have been ſaid of the fix 
Witnefles altogether, what is, ſaid of 
the three Witneſſes in Earth; that they 
gte in one. Moreover, 


2. TIS a Unity of Nature, and God- 


Jead, that muſt be here intended, as 


72.n 8:2 


well as of Deſign and Will, conlider- 
ing what the ſame Apoſtle means by 
\Witneſs-bearing to CHRIST in his ho- 
iy Goipel. He had affirm'd himſelf to 
be the Light of the World ; that he 
knew Mhence he came, and Whither he 
nent: He knew his own Authority; 
What he was before his Manifeſtation 
to the World, and What he ſhould be 
afterward ; that He came from the Fa- 
ther, and from Glory; and was returu- 
ing thither again, when he had * 

is 


) 
; 
4 
, 
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his Father's Buſineſs here; and to all 

this he brings in the Teſtimony of his k 
Father, as well as his own. 1 am one John 5:16 
that bear Witneſs of myſelf, and the Fa- 

ther that ſent me bears Witneſs of me. 

Unto which he ſubjoins the. Teſtimo- | 
ny of the Holy Ghoſt, The Spirit of Ic 16. 

rath, which proceedeth from the Father, 
he ſhall teſtify of me. 


3. THE Undeniableneſs of the Proof 
is what the Apoſtle infers, and im- 
proves unto the End of this Chapter ; 
ſo that to expunge the Words in the 
ſeventh and eighth Verſes, ( For there 
are Three that bear Record in Heaven , 
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
and theſe Three are One : And there are 
Three that bear Witneſs in Earth, the 
Spirit, the Water, and the Blood; and 
theſe Three agree in one.) is to ſpoil 


the Connexion, and deſtroy the Argu- 


ment. The Apoſtle reaſoning from the 

leſſer to the greater, as he reaſon'd , 

that the Teſtimony of Two Witneſſes was John 8.17, 
according to the Jewiſh Law allow'd ** 

as ſufficient Evidence to acquit, or con- 


demn in Matters Capital; ſo ſays the 


Apoſtle, If we receive the Witneſs of Men, 
who are fallible, and corrupt, and may 
hear a falſe Teſtimony, the Witneſs of 
e 0 2 609 
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. GOD i greater; entirely, and abſolute- 
ly, without the leaſt Jealouſy, or Su- 
7 4 Boon to be depended upon; and Ex, 
together with the Word, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, has teſtify'd of his Son; 7. e. of 
His Eternal Generation, of His Same- 
neſs of Nature with the Father, and His 
Equality with Him in all Glory, and 
Perfection. The Apoſtle goes on, ſhew- 
ing the Advantages, that True Believers 
receive by CHRIST JESUS; and con- 
John 8.20 cludes, that Ve are aſſured that the Son 
of Man is come, being enlighten'd by 
his Doctrine and Spirit to know him; 
and by Faith being implanted into 
him; He is the TRUE GUD, and the 
Author, Purchaſer, and Diſpenſer of 
Eternal Life. And having receiv'd ſuch 
a Diſcovery of him, we ſhould keep 
ourſelves from Idols, and continue in 
the Faith, Obedience, and Worſhip of 
Him, as the True, Rightful, and War- 
thy Objc<: thereof. NR” 


St. Peter alſo, that forward, and zcal- 
ous Preacher of CHRIST, particularly 
urg'd his Hearers with the Faith of 
this Doctrine, that FESUS CHRIST 

APs 3.13. was the Son of GOD. q. d. The God 
„f Abraham, aud of Iſaac, and of Ja- 
© cob, the God of our Fathers, has gle- 


« rify'd 
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may 
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© rifyd his Son JESUS; tho! you 


* would not receive him, but deliver d 
© him up to be crucifyd, and preferr'd 
* 4 Marderer before Him; and ſtigma- 
* tis d him with Blaſphemy , becauſe 
© he ſaid, He was the Son of GOD: 
© Yet let me tell you, twas Matter of 
Fact, He was the Son of GOD, and 
Prince of Life For the God of our 
Fathers has glorify d him as ſuch ; and 
© proved him by ſo doing, to be The 
© God of Abraham, and the God of Iſaac, 


© and the God of Jacob, to whom he pro- 


* miſed, that in their Seed according ta the 
6 Fleſh, all the Nations of the Earth ſhould 
© be bleſſed, And 'tis in His Name, 


£ that we do ſuch Things which you 
© now admire, and wonder at; and 


* which could not be ſo done, if He 
© was not the Sox of GOD. > Yea, 
*twas alſo the Work, and Part of all of 
them, who had been converſant with 


him in the Diſcharge of his Work, to Jchn 1. 
be Witneſſes for CHRIST in the World, 


to teſtify of him, what he had fre- 
quently declar'd of himſelf ; even that 


He was the Son of G O D; they were 


to atteſt the Truth concerning CHRIST, 
for the Recovery of his juſt Right, 
and Maintaining his Crown, and Dig- 
nity. et | 1 
JOHN 
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JOHN Baptiſt alſo, who was to 
pave the Way, and prepare the World 
for his Reception and Entertainment, 
tho* he knew him not by any Perſo- 
nal Converſation, or Confederacy with 

Jokn1.34- him; yet bore Record that He was the 
Son of GOD. He ſpake many Things 
concerning him, as to his Undertaking 
and Work, that He would baptize with 
the Holy Ghoſt, and with Fire; but This 
was the main, and principal ; yea, the 
Sum of all in which the reſt center'd, 
that He was the Son of GOD. 


AND the Apoſtle Paul, after his 

| Converſion to Chriſtianity , who had 
been a moſt violent Oppoſer of CHRIST, 
and Perſecutor of his Followers, being 
conſcious of its vaſt Importance, began 
to preach upon this Subject, having his 
Light and Inſtruction from Heaven, 
and his Aſſiſtance from the Holy Ghoſt. 
AG 5-20 He preach'd that JESUS CHRIST is 
the Son of GOD; not only The VERY 
CHRIST, but alſo The SON OF GOD. 


CHAF. 
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IS Enemies, and Marderers, 

ſuch as were concern d ia 
K H 5 his Sufferings, and Cruci- 
fixion , — ſome Teſti- 
mony to the World of his 
Th = Proper Divinity. There was 
much Significancy in the various Cir- 
cumſtances of the Laſt Scene of his 
Life: For tho' the Carriage of Jada, 
who betray'd him; the Warning giv'a 
by Pontius Pilate's Wite to her Hus- 
band, when CHRIST was upon his 
Tryal ; ; and Pilates own Declaration 
of CHRIST's Innocency, and Inoffenſive- 
neſs, do not come up to the direct 
Proof of his Proper Divinity ; + they 
make Way for what more fully ap- 

rs in his Accuſation, and Tryal, 

and from the Witneſs of the Command- 
ing Officer, Who attended his Execu- 
tion. 


As for Judas, he could not be igno- 
rant who CHRIST was, being iati- 
mately converſant with our Saviour, 

One 
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One of his profeſs'd Followers, yea, 
one of his Apoſtles, who heard his 
Diſcourſes, join'd with him in Prayer, 
had the Liberty of Asking him Que- 
tions, ſaw the Sizns, and Wonders, 
which he wrought, and conſented to 


that Confeſſion made by St. Peter, in 


the Name of the reſt, Thou art Chriſt, 
the Son of the Livinz GOD. "Twas 
the Greatneſs of his Knowledge ( a 


gainſt which he acted when he be- 


tray'd his Lord) that made his Sen- 
tence ſo heavy. Moe unto that Man, 
by whom the Son of Man is betray'd : It 


had been good for "that Man if he had 


not been born. That fill'd him with fo 
much overwhelming Horror and De- 
ſpair, and caus'd his Execution to be 
ſo uncommon and terrible: The Great- 
neſs of his Sin, in having not only be- 
tray d innocent Blood, but the Prince of 
Life, the Lord of Glory, put him upon 
being his own Executioner. The ſame 
evil Spirit that enter'd into Judas, and 
ſtirr'd him up to berray his Lora, puſh'd 
him forward to diſpatch himſelf ; and 
having full Poſſeſſion of him, he threw 
him headlong, and burſt him, or cut him 
aſunder, with a great Noiſe ( as ſome 
think) heard by the Neighbours ; he 
embowell'd him as the worſt of Trai- 

rors, 
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tors, dragg'd him down to his own 
Place; by which he diſcover'd not only 
the Greatneſs of the Crime, by the Se- 
verity of the Puniſhment ; but alſo the 
Excellency of the Perſon, wio had 
been thus unworthily betray'd, and 
crucify'd. 


MOREOVER, JESUS CHRIST's 
being more than a Man, was mani- 
felted by his telling his Diſciples, that 
The Son of Man muſt be betrayd into 
the Hands of Sinners; that He knew 
by whom ; which he divulg'd at firſt 
in more general Terms: Ore of jou 
ſhall betray me. This Declaration ſtart- 
ling all the Apoſtles, and filling them 
with Concern and Fear, he afterwards 
ſpake. more particularly, that 4 Fami- 
liar Friend, who eat Bread with him , 


ſbou d lift up his Heel againſt Him; 


and, in ſhore, that Judas himſelf would 
be the Man. Satan had try'd himſelf 
all that he could do, to ſupplant the 
Second Adam; and when all his Temp- 
rations prov'd ineffectual, he made 
Uſe of the Agency of Judas, to over- 
throw the glorious, and merciful De- 
ſigns of Him, Whom, by Confeſſion, 
and a forc'd, and powerful Subjec- 
tion, he had before acknowledg'd to 


P be 


| 
| 
| 
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be the Son of GOD, and Holy One of 
GOD. 


PILATE's Wife, undef an uncom- 
mon, but Divine Direction, ſends a 
Caution to her Husband upon the 
Bench, which was probably deliver'd 
publickly, and in the Hearing of the 
Coutt, To have nothing to do with that 
jaſt Man; becauſe of whom ſhe had ſuf- 
fer d many Things in a Dream that Night. 
She ſeems to be medling with what 
was out of her Sphere, but when his 
Followers had no Room to appear in 
lis Defence, and his Enemies were per- 
ſecuting him, as the worſt of Malefac- 
tors, GOD raiſed up an unexpected 
Inſtrument, to give an honourable Te- 
ſtimony concerning our Bleſſed Lord, 
that a more ftrict Enquiry might be 
made into his Perſon, and Character. 


AS to His Arraignment, and Tryal 
before Pontius Pilate; we are to con- 
ſider, 


(r.) HIS Accuſation ; What he was 
charg'd with : viz. With a Claim to 
Sovereignty, and Dominion. Art thou 
the Ming of the Jews? Which, tho' it 
might ſcem ridiculous under his mow 
| PE do oa ok OM On- 
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Conhnement and Danger, as he was 
upon Trial for his Lite, he was not 
aſham'd to own, and thereby witneſſed 
a good Confeſſion before Plate ; by 
which Accuſation his Enemies endea- 


vour'd to expoſe him to the Rage of 


the Civil Government, affirming that 
he could be no Friend to Ceſar. Afﬀ- 
ter which, that they might effectuall 
carry their Cauſe, they. brought again 
him the Crime of Blaſphemy; That he 
aſſum'd to himſelf a Proper Divinity; 


and that He oaght to dye, becauſe he made John 19.7 


himſelf the Son of GOD; i. e. He 
own'd, declar'd, and publiſh'd himſelf 
ſo to be; and this mult be the Mean- 


ing of his Words, or at leaſt, the Senſe 


in which they underſtood them , for 
three Reafons. 


1. BECAUSE He aſſum'd an Egua- 
lity with GOD : GOD was his Father, 
and He was his Son. Whereby they 
apprehended, that he claim'd an Equa- 


lity ; He was His own Father, His Pro- I. Un gs. 
per Father; and He His own Son, His **Tep« 
Proper Son, in the common, and ge- . 


auine Interpretation of the Words. 


2. THIS Aſſumption, and Declara- 
tion they accounted Blaſphemy. He 
ae bath 
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Mat.26-55 hath ſpcken Blaſphemy : Te have heard 
his Blaſphemy. Upon which, out of an 
apparent Zeal for the Honour of GOD, 

Mak 14. The High Prieſt rent his Cloathir, Art 

61. thou the Chriſt, the Son of the Bleſſed ? 
He anſwer'd, I am. To which the High 
Prieſt reply'd, What need we any fur- 
ther Witneſſes, Te have heard the Blaſ- 
phemy. 


3. THE Blaſphemy they declare 
puniſhable with Death: This was firit 
Mw, z, agreed among themſelves. Behold now 
4% 66. je have heard his Blaſphemy ; What think 
Je ? They anſies d, and ſaid, He is guilty 
of Death. And afterwards reported to 
the Judge, who had Power of Lite and 
Death (from which they were ex- 
empted) and by common Suffrage de- 
Techn :s.7 clat'd, We have a Law, and by our Law 
he ought to dye; becauſe he made himſelf 
Cor ound himſelf, and declar'd him- 

telf ) zo be the Son of GOD. 


THAT He was ſo was undoubted 
Truth, or elſe the Jews had been right 
in their Proſecution, and he had been 
worthy of Death, it being but a Man, he 
had made himſelf GOD. Whereas the 
Scriptures ſpeak of his Crucifixion, as 

the vilelt Act, and greateſt . 
neſs : 
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neſs: Te have taken, and by wicked Hands Acts 2. 23. 
have crucify'd, and ſlain him. Te dem d —3. 14,15. 
the Holy One, and the Juſt, and deſir d 4 
Murderer to be granted unto jon; and 
kild the Prince, or Author of Life. This 
Fact, when charg'd upon their Conſci- —.. 7. 
ſciences, fill'd ſome with the moſt pe- 
nitential Brokenneſs; and others, who 
were harden'd, with revengeful Indig- 
nation. Tour Fathers perſecuted, and flew 44d, .. 
the Prophets, which ſhewed before of the 4. 
Coming of the Juſt One ; of whom ye, 
their Children, have nom been the Be- 
trayers, and Murderers. When they heard 
| theſe Things, they were cut to the Heart, 
and gnaſhed on him with their Teeth, 
They were fill'd with the utmoſt Rage 
and Fury, at what St. Stephen had 
charg'd upon them, cut to the Heart, 
or ſawn aſunder with the Torture of 
their own Breaſts; not being able to 
reſiſt the Power and Spirit, by which 
he ſpake: They felt the Beginnings of 
the Horror and Torment that properly 
| belong to that Place, Where there is 
t Weeping, and Wailing, and Gnaſhing of 
] Teeth. | 
> 
E 
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(2.) THE Witneſs, or Teflimony of 
| the Judge himſelf. He perceiv'd it to 
1 be a malicious Proſecution: He —_ 
: that 
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Luke 23. 


— 23.17. 


that They had deliver'd him for Emvy, 
After a full Hearing of all their Evi- 
dence, he declar'd, he had found in 
our Saviour nothins worthy of Death ; 
yea, he reported him innocent. I have, 
ſaith Pilate to the Jews, examin'd him 
before jou; and I. have found no Fault 
in this Man, touching thoſe Things where- 
of you accuſe him; no, nor yet Herod : 
J will therefore releaſe him. And when 
the Cry of the Populace prevail'd a 
little againſt Pilates Convictions, and 
Inclinations, of Letting him go, he op- 
pos d Barabbas to him, ſuppoſing poſ- 
ſibly he had been ſure of Saving JE- 
SUS, when he had ſet him againſt ſo 
notable a priſoner, and Criminal; who 
had been guilty of Felony, Treaſon, and 
Murder. But when he could prevail 
nothing, he not only clear'd his Inno- 
cency, but gave him the honourable 
Character of a Juſt Perſon ; and en- 
deavour'd to transfer rhe Guilt from 
himſelf to the Prieſts, Elders, and Peo- 
ple of the Jews, by what he did. Hs 
zook Water, and waſhed his Hands, ſay- 
ing, I am innocent of the Blood of this 
juſt Perſon, ſee ye to it. Tho? this did 
not indemnity Pate, who was wrought 
by Importunity to an unjuſt Sentence, 
yet it was accepted by the Prieſts, and 

| People : 
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People: They conſented to take the 
Guilt upon themſelves, His 8 * 
on us, and on our Children : They 
precated Wrath on themſelves — * 
ſterity; unto which GOD ſaid Amer - 
His Blood be on you, and on your Chil- 
dren. So that the Dignity of the Per- 
fon crucify'd, and the Greatneſs of the 
Crime in putting him to Death, did 
appear by the Length and Severity of 
the Puniſhment, when compard wi:h 
what has been offer'd before, to prove 
FESUS CHRIST the "Ou Son of 
GOD. 


ieee 
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8 E Various Circumſtances 
2 of CHRIS T's Sufferings 
5 1 = and Death, may afford ſome 
EF Light in the Matter before 

He might have kept 
— of his Enemies Hands 


by a Guard of Angels, which he bad 
at 


11 


112 


— 


Jzsuvs CEHRIST, 


at his Command. How inconſiderable 
was the Force that came to apprehend 
him ( tho” a great Multitude, and well 
arm'd ) in Compariſon of the Hoſt of 
Heaven; which he cou'd have ſum- 
mon'd to his Reſcue. What a Proof gave 
he of His Divine Power, before he 
yielded himſelf up into their Hands; 
when He caus'd them to retreat, and 
itruck them to the Ground? It ſcems 
by what paſs'd, as if they were under 
ſome great Confuſion and Diſorder, or 
ſtruck with Blindneſs, like the Syrtans, 
when they went to ſeize the Propher 
Eliſha; or the Sodomitecs, who groped 
for Lots Door, For when our Savi- 
our came up to them They knew him 
not; tho' they had Laxthorns and Tor- 
ches along with them; and He, who 
had ſo often, and publickly appear'd , 
muſt be well known. He asked them, 
Whom ſeek je? They reply d, Jeſus of 
Nazareth, And upon his telling them, 
I am he; fo great a Force attended his 
Word, that They went backward, and fell 
to the Ground, *Twas a plain Proof, 


that He was more than a Man, when 


they felt ſuch Influences of His Di- 
vine Power, 


THE 
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THE Patience and Goodneſs, which 
He exercis'd under His Sufferings, were 
very ſurprizing, appearing above the 
Capacity, or Power of a created Being, 
None ever met with ſuch Affronts, 
none more ſenſible of the Indignity of 
them; yet He gave his Back to the Smiters, 
and his Cheeks to them that plucked off the 
Hair: He hid not his Face from Shame 
and Spitting. Under all, no Ruffle ap- 
pear'd in his Mind, no Indignation in 
his Countenance, no revengeful, unbe- per z 23. 
coming Thought, no reviling, or threat: 1 Per. 4.1. 
ning Word. 


Ifa. 50. 6. 


HIS Behaviour is recommended to us, 
as the moſt Excellent, and Perfect Pat- 
tern. When He was under the Height 
of his Enemies Rage and Cruelty, He 
expreſs'd nothing ſanguinary, or ſavour- 
ing of Vengeance ; but a merciful Con- 
cern for the Pardon and Salvation of 
thoſe, who thus evilly treated Him. 
Father forgive them. When Zachariah was 
martyrd for Faithfulneſs in his Office, 
he breath d out that Prophetick Impre- 
cation with his Life: The Lord look upon * C 24. 
it, and require it. When Jeremiah was 
in Hold for delivering GOD's Meſſage, 
he told the Princes, and the Prieſts, and 
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Jr. 26.15. 


Matth. 22. 
30. 


the Prophets, and the People, that tho? he 

was in their Hand, yct if they pat him 
to Death, they would bring innocent Blood 
upon themſelves, and their City, with the 
Inhabitants thereof : But CHRIST drop- 
ped no ſuch Imprecation, as My Blood 
be upon you, and upon your Children; but 
had the great Delign of Salvation in his 
Heart, and therefore pray'd, Father for- 
give them. Even when he was hanging 
upon the Croſs, how marvellous was 
his Expiration. He dy'd not by the 
Pains, and Force of his hanging upon 
the Crofts; but He gave up the Ghoſt, cry- 
ing with 2 loud Voice, to evidence that his 
human Nature was found, and ſtrong. 
When the Light of tle World was put 
out, *twas evidenc'd by a long, and ex- 
traordinary Darkneſs over all the Earth : 
When the Prieſts were officiating in the 
Temple, and offering rhe Evening Sacri- 
fice, the Vail of the Temple, by an inviſible 
Power, was rent in twain from the Top to 
the Bottom; of which they themſelves 
were ſurprized Witneſſes. The Earth 
trembld under that Weight of Guilt, 


which its Inhabitants brought upon 


themſelves by ſuch a barbarous Action; 
and even the hardeſt Part of it (more 
yielding than the Hearts of his Ene- 
mies) felt the Power of that mighty 

SB Shock. 


* 
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Shock. The Rocks rent, the Graves were 

= and many Boaies of Saints that had 
' Nept there (it may be for a conſiderable 
Time ) being animated by their Souls, 


which came back from the inviſible 


World, aroſe, and went into the holy City, 


and appear d unto many; thereby manifeſt- 

ing M inviſible Things 12 
Eternal Power and Godhead; together 
with his Abſolute Sovereignty, and Do- 
minion over both Worlds. 


THE Great Things, that were then 


done, ſtruck the Oficers, and Soldiers, who 
attended the Execu ion with Panick Fear; 
and not being able to ſtifle, or ſuppreſs 
thoſe powerful Coavictions, which ſuch 
a Succeſſion of Miracles wrought in 
them, the Commanding Officer, as the 
Mouth of the reſt, publickly declar'd, 


Traly, this was the Son of GU. Con- 


cerning which Teſtimony ſutter me to 
obſerve, 


(t.) THE Confeſſion itſelf that was 
made. This was the Son of GOD. q. d. 
© The Jewiſh Nation charg d him with 
© Blaſphemy, for ſaying He was the 
* Son of GOD, and Claiming an Equa- 
* lity with GOD, For this they con- 
* demn'd him in their own Court, and 

. N bring- 


of Chriſt, even hit 
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bringing him before Pontius Pilate, 
the Governor , nothing leſs would 
ſatisfy them, but he muſt be put to 
Death. Now from all apparent Cir- 
cumſtances, He was what He affirm'd 
Him! © be; theſe Things that are 
done are ſuch plain Proofs of it, that 
it can't be deny q, or gainſaid: Truh, 
I ſpeak my Conſcience, and what I 
am now verily perſwaded of, This 
w.s te Seu of GUD. 


Pe A IT. EE. ELIE OI 


(2.) By wm it was made. The Cen- 
rin, and his Compazy, or thoſe that 
were with him. They were Soldiers, 
(Ferſons frequently of rough, and re- 
ſolute Spirits) the Band, that but few 
Hours before, had fo balely inſulted 
him in the Common Hall; where the 
{i:ipt him of his Garmerts, and cover'd 
nim with a Scarlet Cloak, by way of 
XMuckery : A Garment ('tis likely 
which thc Reman Fmperors were wont 
to wear. They made a Game of him, 
by Putting 4 Keed, inſtead of a Scepter, 
into tns rigut Hand: They ridicuPd his 
* ctenſion to Sovereignty, by Bon ig the 
ie before him, when at the ſame time 
Ie ſpit upon bim, and ſmote him, and 
us'd him with all Deſpight and Con- 
rept, But now, vhat cou'd the beſt 
of 
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of his Diſciples have ſaid more, than 
that, Truly, This was the Son of GOD ? 
St. Peter was applauded for ſaying as Mat. 10.16 
much, when he was the Mouth of the 
Twelve to our Lord himſelf. Beſides, 
theſe Soldiers were Gentiles, Romans, 
Perſons unacquainted with the Counſels 
of God, the Prophecies of his Word, 
were full of Malignity againſt CHRIST, 
being ſtirr'd up by the Jews, and fill'd 
with the higheſt Degree of Prejudice 
and Fury; ſo that this Teſtimony here 
giv'n, mult be the natural and genuine 
Effect of thoſe irreſiſtible, and powerful 
Convictions, which the Spirit of GOD, 
by the Evidence of ſo many various 
Miracles had wrought in them. 


TO conclude, As the Scripture tells 
us, that the Union between CHRIST and Eph. 5. 32. 
his Church, commonly call'd The Myti- 
cal Union, is a great Myſtery ; ſo is the 
Union of the Divine, and Human Na- 
ture in the Perſon of CHRIST. With. Tia. 5: 
cat Controverſy great is the Myſtery of Gods "* 
lineſs, GOD was manifeſted- in the Fleſh : 
And As no Man kazoweth the Things of 
a Man, but the Spirit of Man that « in 
Vim; ſo no Ma knoweth the Things of 
God ( eſpecially fuch great, and. deep 
| Things) but by the Spirit of God. No Cor. 188. 
; | , Mas 
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Mas can ſay that JESUS. is the Lord, but 
by the Holy Ghoſt, Wherefore it becomes · 


us to enquire with all Reverence and 


Sobriety, under the Teachings of a Di- 


Col. 2. 9. 


vine Spirit, into ſo great a Myftery ; not 
for the Satisfying our Curioſity, but the 
Confirming our Faith. It any ſhould 
object, how can theſe Things be? M 

Anſwer is this, That Matters of Fait 

ought not to be ſubjected to the Tribu- 
nal of Reaſon, and nothing elſe belicy'd, 
but what we can comprehend, and de- 
monſtrate: There is nothing in this Doc- 
trine that's impoſſible, or contradictory 
to human Reaſon ; but plainly reveal'd, 
and much faid to gain our Belief; and 
therefore, ſhould be entertain'd with all 
Meekneſs and Faith, upon the Authority, 


and Verity of him that has ſaid it. When 


the Apoſtle has told us, that Ia him, viz. 


in CHRIST, dwelleth all the Fulneſs of 


the Godhead bodily ; he gave us Warning, 
that we be not ſpoil d thro' Philoſophy, or 
vain Deceit; Trying, and Judging the 
great Myſteries of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion by falſe Reaſonings, and erroneous 
Speculations ; and ſo ſubjecting the moſt 
important Truths to the dim Light of 
corrupted Nature. Right Diſtinguiſh- 
ing would abundantly help us in Un- 
derſtanding what the Scriptures predi- 

cat 
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cate concerning CHRIST. There are | 
fome TP poken of him, that agree 
to Him only, as to His Divine Nature; 
and other Things that agree to Him 
according to His Human Nature; and 
others that agree to Him according to 
both Natures, the Divine and human 
united ; which, if heedfully attended 


to, might put an End to many of our 
Diſputes and Strifes. 
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